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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1939. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Count  y Borough  of  Dewsbury. 
Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Hinchliffe,  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  to'  you  the  report  on  the  health  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Ji)ewsbury  during  19;}!). 

Amongst  the  many  circulars  which  the  Ministry  of  Health  now  issues 
was  one  dated  19th  July,  1940,  suggesting  that  in  view  of  the  increasing 
pressure  of  work  in  the  public  health  department  of  local  authorities  and 
the  need  for  the  strict  economy  in  the  use  of  paper,  interim  reports  only 
should  be  made  for  the  year  1939,  confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters, 
and  that  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  a report  dealing  more  fully  with 
the  period  from  the  beginning  of  1939  could  be  made. 

This  advice  has  not  been  adopted  in  this  report,  although  it  is  unlikely 
that  anything  but  interim  reports  will  be  published  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war  period.  As  long  as  time  can  be  found  to  write  annual  reports  it 
seems  wise  to  write  them,  for  although  records  can  be  kept  as  the  basis  of 
some  future  comprehensive  report,  and  although  it  will  be  possible  to  recall 
events  concerning  the  health  of  the  town  which  caused  one  to  be  anxious 
or  elated,  it  will  be  impossible  ever  to  experience  again  that  particular 
emotion  in  relation  to  the  events  that  caused  it.  It  is  better  therefore  to 
write  while  the  experience  is  still  relatively  fresh. 

Further,  although  the  work  of  a health  department  may  pass  unnoticed 
in  war-time,  as  it  is  fully  occupied  battling  with  immediate  needs,  there 
is  every  reason  to  present  the  members  of  the  Council  with  a reminder  that 
it  still  e.xists  and  that  when  the  war  is  over  its  many  activities  will  resume 
their  forward  march.  Everyone  has  become  accustomed  in  recent  months 
to  organising,  planning,  and  producing  on  a scale  hitherto  unknown  in  this 
country.  A report  consisting  of  a few  typewritten  sheets  of  statistics 
would  do  little  to  stimulate  those  interested  in  the  health  services  to  look 
forward  to  the  post-war  years  as  the  beginning  of  a new  period  of  progress 
'll  which  our  war  time  methods  could  be  turned  to  peace  time  pursuits 
Those  who  read  this  fuller  report  may  be  lead  to  think  of  the  future  of  the 
health  services  of  the  town  and  they  may  plan  what  needs  to  be  done  in 
the  bold  current  terms  of  to-day.  The  post-war  resumption,  necessarily, 
must  be  made  from  where  we  left  off,  but  the  methods  could  well  be  different. 
While  everyone  will  rejoice  when  our  young  men  leave  the  cockpits  of  their 
aeroplanes  for  the  saddles  of  their  pre-war  bicycles,  the  change  mav  become 
symbolic  of  too  widespread  a reaction  in  outlook. 

In  these  disturbing  times,  people  interested  in  the  health  services  of 
Dewsbury  might  find  interest  and  profit  in  contemplating  the  details  of  the 
town’s  future  house-building  programme,  the  provision  of  lodging-house 
accommodation,  the  necessity  for  a municipal  abattoir,  the  future  hospital 
requirements  of  the  town,  and  the  peace-time  u.ses  to  which  new  war-time 
buildings  in  the  area  could  be  put. 

As  this  report  deals  with  a year  which  for  the  first  eight  months  was 
one  of  uneasy  peace,  the  statistics  it  contains  have  been  almost  entirely 
unaffected  by  war  conditions,  and  are  therefore  important,  as  they  are  the 
basis  with  which  war  and  post-war  years  will  be  compared.  All  unessential 
tables  have  been  omitted  owing  to  the  need  for  strict  economy  in  the  use 
of  paper. 

I wish  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  ilepartment  for  their  heartening  loyalty 
and  assistance  iluring  a very  strenuous  year.  I also  wish  to  thank  the 
Council,  and  particularly  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Committees 
referred  to  in  this  report  for  their  encouragement  at  a time  when  the  Health 
Department  is  called  upon  to  bear  a very  heavy  burden  of  additional  work 
and  responsibility. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

■S’our  obedient  Servant, 

j.  F.  tlALLOM  AY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Depahtment, 

Municipal  Buildinns, 

DFAVSBHin'. 

December,  I94H. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area  (in  acres) 

...  ... 

6,720 

Estimated  population — 

{a)  for  Birth  Rate 

...  . 

. . ... 

52,920 

(b)  for  Death  Rate 

. . ... 

52,600 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1930) 

...  ... 

16,092* 

Rateable  Value 

4329,003 

Product  of  a penny  rate  ... 

. . . 

/:L245 

Number  of  Live  Births  ; — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

377 

346 

723 

Illegitimate 

25 

15 

40 

Total 

402 

361 

763 

Number  of  Still  Births  : — 

Legitimate 

7 

20 

27 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Total 

10 

22 

32 

Total  No.  of  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

412 

383 

795 

(For  estimating  Infant  and 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rates, 

the  number  of  female  live  births  is 

estimated  by  the  Registrar 

General  to  be  362,  making  the  total  births  796  for  the  purpose 

of  calculating  these  rates). 

* 

Deaths 

330 

370 

700 

Deaths  from  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

Other  puerperal  causes 

3 

All  puerperal  causes  ... 

4 

Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fevers  ... 

- 

Measles 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

Diphtheria 

1 

Influenza 

14 

Violence  (including  Suicide)  ... 

31 

Cancer  ... 

87 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

Deaths  (under  1 year)  : — 

Legitimate 

35 

Illegitimate 

3 

Total 

38 

^Including  344  combined  houses  and  shops 


Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates,  1939. 


England 
Dewsbury  & Wales. 
Rate  per  1,000  Population  : 

Live  Births  ...  ...  14.42  15.0 

Still-births  ...  ...  0.00  0.50 


20  County 
Boroughs  cS: 
Great  Towns. 


14.8 

0.50 
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Dewsbury. 

England 
& Wales. 

126  County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns. 

Annual  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Population  : 

All  causes 

13.3 

12.1 

12.0 

Typhoid  & Para- 
typhoid fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.04 

0.01 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.08 

0.03 

0.03 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.02 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.27 

0.21 

0.19 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
& still-births)  : 
Still-births  ... 

40.2 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 
(under  2 years)  ... 

1.3 

4.6 

6.3 

Total  Deaths  under  1 
year  

49.7 

50.0 

53.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Total  Births  ; 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

1.26 

0.74 

Other  puerperal  causes  3.77 

2.08 

— 

All  puerperal  causes 

5.03 

2.82 

— 

Comparative  Rates. 

Dewsbury 

Dewsbury 

England  & Wales 

1939 

1938 

1939 

Birth  Rate 

14.42 

14.24 

15.0 

Death  Rate 

13.3 

13.3 

12.1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

49.7 

51.2 

50.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

5.03 

3.83 

2.82 

Dewsbury  Maternal  Mortality  Rates. 
Overlapping  Quinquennia. 


Quinquennium. 

1926- 1930 

1927- 1931 

1928- 1932 

1929- 1933 

1930- 1934 

1931- 1935 

1932- 1936 

1933- 1937 

1934- 1938 

1935- 1939 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
(Per  1,000  Total  Births) 

...  4.37 

...  5.32 

...  5.30 

...  5.45 

...  5.07 

...  5.14 

...  4.17 

...  3.70 

...  3.21 

...  3.44 


Social  Conditions. 

The  cliief  occupations  in  Dewsbury,  and  the  approximate 
percentage  of  the  working  population  employed  in  them  in 
peace  time  are  the  woollen  trade  and  its  associated  industries 
(5o%),  shop  work  and  distributive  trades  (12%),  coal  mining 
(10%),  and  cleaning  and  dyeing  (7%). 


Unemployment. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  number  of  registered 
unemployed  in  Dewsburv  in  the  first  week  of  each  quarter  in 
1939 


Temporarily 
suspended,  or 


Quarter 

Commencing 

Totally 

unemployed 

working  short 
time 

Total 

Percentage 

unemployed 

Jan.,  1939  . 

2147 

1789 

39.36 

18.3 

April,  1939  . 

2147 

1448 

.3.595 

16.9 

July,  1939  . 

1194 

704 

1898 

8.9 

Oct.,  1939  . 

1060 

.542 

1602 

7.5 

The  average  for  the  four  quarters  of  the  percentages  unem- 
ployed is  12.9%.  The  figures  for  previous  years  were  : — 

19.38 17.6% 

1937  11.8% 

1936  12.8% 

1935  20.7% 

1934  20.6% 

19.33  22.5°/o 

In  December,  1939,  at  a time  when  the  town  was  enjoying 
a period  of  relative  prosperit}^  an  investigation  was  made  at 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  into  the  family  incomes  and  liquid 
milk  consumptions  of  234  consecutive  families  in  which  infants 
under  one  year  were  attending  the  clinics  and  receiving  dried  milk 
foods.  As  85%  of  the  children  under  one  year  of  age  were 
at  that  time  attending  the  clinics  in  Dewsbur\',  this  investigation 
gave  a reasonably  true  picture  of  the  incomes  and  liquid  milk 
consumption  of  85%  of  the  families  in  Dewsbury  containing 
children  under  one  year  of  age.  The  findings  in  this  investiga- 
tion have  already  been  published  elsewhere  ( ' Public  Health,” 
February,  1940),  but  a brief  summary  is  tabulated  below. 
An  income  scale  in  operation  decided  whether  milk  foods  should 
be  given  free  (Group  I)  or  sold  at  prices  equivalent  to  Id. 
(Group  II),  2d.  (Group  III),  or  3d.  (Group  IV)  per  pint  of  liquid 
milk.  Group  V were  non-attenders.  The  table  shows  the 
percentage  of  families  in  each  group,  the  weekly  famil}^  incomes, 
the  weekly  incomes  per  head,  and  the  pints  of  fresh  litpiid  milk 
per  head  purchased  weekly. 
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Oroup  ' 

Group 

Group 

Group 

Group 

1. 

11. 

HI. 

IV. 

V. 

Families  in  Group  (%) 

21% 

11% 

(io/ 

/o 

44% 

15% 

Average  family  income 

34/5id 

43 /5d. 

42/1  l|d. 

over 
46/1 li 

Average  number  in  family 

4.81 

4.94 

3.96 

3.55 

Average  income  per  head 

Average  weekly  con- 
sumption of  liquid 

7/2d. 

8/9|d. 

lO/lO^d. 

over 

13/2id 

milk  per  head  (pints) 

0.96 

1.11 

1.51 

2.28 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  32%  of  children  born 
in  Dewsbury  were  born  in  families  which  had  a weekly  income 
probably  of  less  than  10s.  per  week  per  head.  Also  this  marked 
degree  of  poverty  is  seen  clearly  to  be  caused  not  only  by  a 
family  income  which  is  so  low  that  it  must  inevitably  cause 
poverty,  but  also  by  the  presence  of  young  children  in  a family 
whose  income  might  have  been  sufficient  to  prevent  severe 
poverty  if  young  children  had  been  absent.  This  brings  home 
to  us  the  obvious,  but  often  overlooked  fact,  that  the  presence 
of  young  children  is  a very  common  cause  of  poverty. 

Unfortunately,  the  young  children  who  are  a cause  of 
the  poverty  are  those  members  of  the  family  most  likely  to 
be  injured  permanently  by  its  effects.  It  is  surprising  that 
our  organised  community,  which  recognises  the  value  of  in- 
vesting money  in  education,  recreative  facilities,  defence, 
and  other  measures  which  bring  no  immediate  material  return 
but  which  ultimately  are  of  value,  fails  to  recognise  that  money 
spent  in  granting  the  nation’s  children  a satisfactory  standard 
of  feeding  and  clothing  until  the  time  when  they  become  pro- 
ductive members  of  the  community,  would  be  money  wisely 
invested. 

The  difficulty  of  this  association  between  young  children 
and  poverty  can  be  solved  satisfactorily  only  be  a system  of 
family  allowances.  Although  the  subject  is  one  which  has  long 
received  the  attention  of  many  people,  so  far  it  has  not  attracted 
the  serious  attention  of  our  legislators,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  will  not  continue  indefinitely  to  elude  their  notice. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  population  in  1939 
to  be  52,920  for  calculating  the  Birth  Rate,  and  52,600  for 
calculating  the  Death  Rate. 

The  estimated  population  was  52,S60  in  1938.  In  1911  the 
population  was  53,411,  in  1921  it  was  54,165,  and  in  1931  it 
was  54,410. 
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Birth  Rate. 

In  U):{!)  the  number  of  live  births  increased  by  10  from 
7o3  to  703,  giving  a birth  rate  of  14.42  per  1000,  compared  with 
the  previous  year’s  rate  of  14.24.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  15.0. 

In  1939  the  number  of  still  births  increased  by  one  from 
31  to  32,  giving  a still  birth  rate  of  0.00  per  1,000,  compared 
with  the  previous  j^ear’s  rate  of  0.59.  The  still  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.59. 

The  Birth  Rate  affects  the  quantity  of  the  poj)ulalion, 
but  does  not  necessarily  affect  its  other  attribute,  (piality. 
In  reading  an  Annual  Report  of  a Public  Health  Department, 
which  deals  largely  with  collective  efforts  to  guard  the  commu- 
nity from  preventable  disease  and  to  improve  its  general  social 
conditions,  it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  althoagh  bad 
economic  and  environmental  conditions  exert  an  unfavourable 
influence,  it  is  wrong  to  assume  that  if  these  were  removed 
the  community  would  then  be  in  all  respects  .satisfactory’. 

It  would  still  contain  members  who  were  incompetent  and 
anti-social  because  of  characteristics  which  they  had  inherited. 
If  such  people  were  left  to  maintain  themselves,  many  of  them 
would  fail  in  the  struggle  and  die  early,  or  if  they  did  grow  up 
and  have  children,  many  of  the  children  would  never  become 
adults  through  lack  of  the  necessities  of  life.  In  this  way, 
these  degenerates  would  have  little  opportunity  of  multiplying 
sufficiently  to  lead  to  a lowering  of  the  general  quality  of  the 
population.  In  a community  which  shoulders  the  burden 
of  maintaining  these  unfortunates  in  a reasonable  degree  of 
comfort,  their  lives  may  be  long,  and  they’  may’  produce  children, 
who  will,  in  their  turn,  receive  the  care  and  attention  which 
will  enable  them  to  grow  up  and  repeat  the  process.  The 
birth  of  such  a person  obviously’  is  not  a gain  to  the  community. 
It  cannot  even  be  ignored,  for  indeed  it  represents  a definite 
loss,  as  the  community  has  added  to  itself  an  inefficient  member 
whose  maintenance  throughout  life  will  put  a burden  on  his 
fellows. 

The  (juality’  of  the  community’  is  improved  by  increasing 
the  best  stocks,  by  decreasing  the  worst  stocks,  or  by'  combina- 
tion of  both  processes.  Even  if  the  jnirsuit  of  such  a policy 
were  desired,  our  knowledge  is  not  sufficient  to  make  it  generally 
possible.  There  are,  however,  certain  stocks  which  with  reason- 
able certainty  can  be  expected  to  produce  degenerate  children. 
The  right  of  the  community  to  prohibit,  or  even  discourage, 
such  pcopile  from  having  families  is  regarded  by  some  people 
as  an  unjustiliable  attack  on  the  liberty  of  the  individual. 
The  degenerate  individual  can  exist  only’  because  the  ( ommunit  v 
undertakes  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  him,  and  in 
return  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  the  indicidual  to  refrain  from 
imposing  on  the  community  additional  burdens  in  the  form  of 
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more  liegenerates  who  will  in  tiioe  cause  a general  rleterioration 
of  the  (juality  of  the  stock.  Many  })eople  find  difficulty  in 
reconciling  the  necessity  of  the  community,  in  self-defence, 
to  control  the  (luality  of  new  admissions  to  its  membership, 
with  what  they  are  in  the  habit  of  calling  their  " ideals,”  which 
.so  often  are  no  more  than  means  of  justifjdng  their  own 
preference. 

There  is  even  greater  difficulty  in  finding  unanimit}^  concern- 
ing the  appropriate  way  to  prevent  the  admission  of  unsuitable 
new  members.  The  ancient  method  of  examining  a new-born 
infant,  and  if  it  did  not  come  up  to  the  usual  standards,  putting 
it  to  death  before  it  became  conscious  of  its  surroundings,  has 
fallen  into  disrepute  among  civilised  nations,  which  now  only 
condone  human  slaughter  when  the  victims  are  armed  adults 
of  another  nationalit}’.  The  allied  method  of  abortion  is  also 
unpopular.  The  control  of  conception,  a method  involving 
prevention  and  not  the  destruction  of  life,  meets  with  less 
general  disapproval.  Sterilisation,  however,  which  consists 
of  adopting  permanent  surgical  means  to  prevent  conception 
causes  considerable  alarm,  due  amongst  other  reasons,  no 
doubt,  to  the  surgical  methods  it  involves.  Finally,  the  method 
of  compulsory  segregation,  applicable  at  present  only  to  people 
whose  behaviour  tends  to  disturb  or  offend  their  neighbours, 
is  sometimes  used  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  conception. 
This  method  arouses  no  unnecessary  discussion,  as  it  does  not, 
for  some  obscure  reason,  clash  with  anyone’s  ideals  ; and  at  a 
cost  of  £2  per  week  for  each  patient,  paid  out  of  rates  and  ta.xes, 
this  is  considered  worth  while.  In  anj’  case,  the  majority  of 
rate-payers  and  tax-payers  are  unaware  of  the  cost. 

There  is  an  interesting  if  extreme  example  locally  of  a 
family  in  which  there  is  a defect  that  makes  special  education 
necessary  for  the  children,  and  in  whose  case  there  is  a strong 
probability  that  when  they  grow  up  they  will  have  difficulty 
in  keeping  themselves,  so  that  their  maintenance  is  likely  ulti- 
mately to  be  borne  by  the  communit}'. 

Of  nine  children  born  in  this  family,  seven  displayed  a 
serious  defect,  and  of  these  seven,  six  are  still  alive.  If  when 
the}"  grow  up  they  are  maintained  by  the  community,  that  is, 
Dewsbury  Corporation,  they  may  altogether  cost  the  Corpora- 
tion {400  a year,  or  approximately,  {20,000  if  they  live  for  an 
average  of  50  years  after  their  special  education  begins.  If 
they  marry,  the  co.st  will  be  even  greater,  and  if  they  in  their 
turn  have  children  who  display  the  same  defect,  the  burden 
on  the  community  will  continue  even  longer. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  this  case  the  (piestion  of  the  quality 
of  the  population,  like  so  many  diffiodt  problems  that  are 
ignored  on  the  grounds  that  they  are  of  academic  interest  only, 
has  a definite  influence  on  the  community  in  the  very  obvious 
form  of  a substantial  burden  on  the  rates. 


Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  in  1939  was  700,  a decrease  of  4 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  tlie  death  rate  was  13.3 
per  thousand.  The  Dewsbury  Death  Rate  in  193S  was  also 
13.3  per  thousand. 

Before  the  death  Rate  of  Dewsbury  can  be  compared  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales,  consideration  must  be  given  to  the 
fact  that  its  population  differs  slightly  in  age  and  sex  distribu- 
tion from  that  of  the  whole  country.  In  the  case  of  Dewsbury, 
this  distribution  favours  in  lower  death  rate.  The  Registrar 
General,  however,  supplies  an  “ Areal  Comparibility  Factor,” 
which  for  Dewsbury  is  1.03,  and  when  the  Dewsbur}^  death 
rate  is  multiplied  by  this  factor,  a “ standardised  death  rate  ” 
of  13.8  per  thousand  is  obtained,  which  can  be  compared  with 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  12.1  per  thousand. 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  accounting  for  83 .5%  of  all 
deaths  were  ; — 

(1)  Heart  disease.  There  were  199  deaths  (28.4%  of  all  deaths) 
from  this  cause.  This  is  a increase  of  8 on  the  previous 
year. 

(2)  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  {apoplexy),  Aneurysm,  and  other 
Circulatory  disorders.  There  were  119  deaths  (17% 
of  all  deaths)  from  these  causes.  This  is  an  increase  of 
4 on  the  previous  year. 

(3)  Cancer.  There  were  87  deaths  (12 .4%  of  all  deaths)  from 
this  cause.  This  is  a decrease  of  6 on  the  previous  year. 

(4)  Suicide  and  Violence.  There  were  31  deaths  (4.4%  of  all 
deaths)  from  these  causes.  This  is  an  increase  of  2 on  the 
previous  year.  There  were  2 suicides  and  29  accidental 
deaths. 

(o)  Tuberculosis.  There  were  27  deaths  (3.9%  of  all  deaths) 
from  this  cause.  This  is  an  increase  of  .5  on  the  previous 
year. 

(0)  Senility.  There  were  23  deaths  (3.3%  of  all  deaths)  from 
this  cause.  This  is  a decrease  of  6 on  the  previous  year. 

(7)  Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis.  There  were  22  deaths  (3. 1 % 
of  all  deaths)  from  nephritis.  This  is  a decrease  of  27 
on  the  previous  year. 

(8)  Premature  birth,  congenital  debility,  malformations,  etc. 
There  were  20  deaths  (2.9%  of  all  deaths)  from  these 
causes.  This  is  an  increase  of  1 on  the  previous  year. 

(9)  Bronchitis.  There  were  20  deaths  (2.9%  of  all  deaths) 
from  this  cause.  This  is  an  increase  of  0 on  the 
previous  year. 
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(10)  Influenza.  There  14  deaths  (2%  of  all  deaths)  from 
this  cause.  This  is  an  increase  of  10  on  the  previous  year. 

(11)  Pneumonia.  There  were  13  deaths  (1.9%  of  all  deaths) 
from  this  cause.  This  is  a decrease  of  16  on  the  previous 
year. 

(12)  Diabetes.  There  were  9 deaths  (1.3%  of  all  deaths) 
from  this  cause.  This  is  a decrease  of  6 on  the  previous 
year.  They  were  all  with  one  exception  persons  aged  55 
years  or  over. 

There  were  8 fewer  deaths  in  children  under  5 years  of  age, 
10  more  deaths  between  5 and  45  years,  9 fewer  between  45  and 
65  years,  and  3 more  deaths  over  the  age  of  65  years,  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  there  were  no  deaths  from  these 
causes. 

Small  pox. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  there  were  no  deaths  from  this 
cause. 

Measles. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease,  compared  with  7 
deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of 0.13 per  thousand,  in  the  previous 
year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1939  was  0.01 
per  thousand. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  2 deaths  from  this  disease  (one  more  than  last 
year),  giving  a death  rate  of  0.04  per  thousand.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.01  per  thousand. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  this  disease  (4  more  than  last 
year),  giving  a death  rate  of  0.08  per  thousand.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.03  per  thousand. 

Diphtheria. 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease  (one  less  than  last 
year),  giving  a death  rate  of  0.02  per  thousand.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.05  per  thousand. 

Influenza. 

There  were  14  deaths  from  this  disease  (10  more  than  last 
year),  giving  a death  rate  of  0.27  per  thousand.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  0.21  per  thousand. 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

This,  which  is  expressed  as  the  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births,  was  49.7,  a decrease  on 
the  previous  year’s  figure  of  5i.2.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  50  per  1,000  live  births. 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

This,  which  is  expressed  as  the  number  of  maternal  deaths 
per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  was  5.03  compared  with 
3.83  in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
2.82  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still). 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 


Staff. 

Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  County 
Borough  are  printed  on  pages  6 and  7.  When  the  extensions 
at  Moorlands  Maternity  Home  were  ready  for  use  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year,  an  additional  assistant  medical  officer,  Dr. 
J.  V.  Keighley,  was  appointed  to  deal  with  the  expected  increase 
of  work  at  the  already  overcrowded  clinics. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Department  Laboratory,  Dewsbury,  and  at  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  and  details  of  the  work 
are  given  in  Tables  XVI.  and  XVIL,  page  83. 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Analyst, 
a report  of  whose  work  is  given  on  pages  64,  65,  and  66. 

Ambulance  facilities. 

{a)  Infectious  cases. 

The  Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board  provides  2 
ambulances. 

{b)  Non-inf ectious  and  accident  cases. 

Three  motor  ambulances  are  in  use,  one  provided  by 
the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  stationed  at  Ravens- 
thorpe,  and  2 by  the  Dewsbury  Corporation,  stationed 
at  the  Central  Police  Station. 

(c)  A.R.P.  Ambulances. 

There  are  twelve  converted  vehicles  always  on  duty 
for  service  in  connection  with  air  raids. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(fl)  The  County  Borough  has  made  no  arrangements  for 
the  home  nursing  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

{b)  The  Dewsbury  Nursing  Association,  of  which  Mrs. 
Kendall  is  the  honorary  secretary,  provides  effectively  for  the 
home  nursing  needs  of  the  town,  and  in  cases  of  necessity 
makes  no  charge.  The  As.sociation  emplo3’s  seven  nurses 
who  live  in  the  hostel  in  Highgate  Road,  Leeds  Road,  and  who 
in  1939  paid  23,810  visits  to  1130  individual  patients.  Approxi- 
mately' 73%  of  the  Association’s  income  came  from  district 
collections  to  which  families  contribute  one  penny  a week, 
and  in  return  receive  the  services  of  the  nurses  free  of  charge. 
The  A.ssociation  is  facing  financial  difficulties,  and  has  appealed 
for  assistance  from  the  Corporation. 
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■As  many  of  the  patients  attended  by  tlie  nurses  are  aged 
and  infirm,  and  would,  in  the  absence  of  the  Association  and  its 
nurses,  be  forced  to  go  into  an  institution,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Corporation,  the  collapse  of  the  Association  would  result  in 
a serious  increase  of  expenditure  by  the  Corporation  through 
its  Public  Assistance  Committee.  A substantial  contribution 
by  the  Corporation  to  the  Association’s  funds  would  be  a wise 
action,  even  if  considered  only  as  a means  of  insuring  against 
the  Corporation  being  left  responsible  financially  for  the  care 
of  many  aged  and  infirm  persons. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Particulars  of  these  are  printed  in  Table  I.,  page  68. 
The  Section  on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  page  25,  describes 
the  work  done  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Hospitals. 

{a)  Dewsbury  and  District  General  Infirmary. 

This  voluntar}^  hospital,  which  normally  contains  100 
beds,  is  in  Grade  lA  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Emergency 
Hospital  Scheme,  and  for  this  purpose  the  number  of  available 
beds  has  been  increased,  although,  of  course,  the  beds  are  not 
available  for  the  use  of  the  ordinary  civilian  sick.  During  the 
year  ending  March  31st,  1940,  the  Dewsbury  Corporation  made 
their  annual  subscription  of  £500,  the  Education  Committee 
paid  £304,  mainly  for  orthopaedic  treatment  and  the  treatment 
of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  the  Health  Committee  paid  £632  for 
the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases,  £102  for  X-Ray  e.xamina- 
tions,  £184  towards  the  cost  of  treating  cases  of  cancer,  and 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  paid  £1 1 for  X-Rays. 
These  payments,  amounting  to  £1733,  constituted  about  9.25% 
of  the  Infirmary’s  ordinary  income.  In  addition,  the  Cor- 
poration made  a further  donation  of  £714  to  the  Coronation 
Appeal  Fund. 

{b)  County  Hospital,  Staincliffe. 

This  hospital  is  administered  b}-  the  West  Riding  County 
Council.  Normally,  the  hospital  contains  349  beds,  but  it  is 
also  in  Grade  lA  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Emergenc}'  Hos- 
pital Scheme,  and  the  number  of  available  beds  has  been  greatly 
increased.  The  destitute  sick  and  other  Dewsbury  re.sidents 
who  require  hospital  treatment  are  admitted,  and  in  1939 
they  constituted  12.5%  of  the  total  admissions.  In  addition, 
Dewsbury  maternity  cases  for  whom  there  is  no  accommodation 
available  at  Moorlands  Maternity  Home,  can  be  admitted  directly 
to  the  County  Hospital  without  reference  to  the  Public  Assistance 
Officer.  In  1939,  101  mothers  availed  them.selves  of  this 
arrangement,  but  witli  further  accommodation  now  available 
at  Moorlands  this  number  is  likely  to  fall  in  future. 
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(c)  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Mitchell  Laithes. 

This  liospital,  controlled  by  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  contains  98  beds,  including  14  in  the  discharge  block, 
and  8 in  the  cubicle  block.  Dewsbury  Corporation  paid  approxi- 
mately 82%  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  hospital  in  1939. 

{d)  Whitley  Sanatorium. 

This  Sanatorium  belonging  to  Dewsbury  Corporation 
has  accommodation  for  32  patients.  It  is  included  in  the  Minis- 
try of  Health’s  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme,  but  has  been 
temporarily  suspended  from  it,  so  that  for  the  time  being 
it  is  fully  available  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 
During  1939  18  men,  21  women  and  12  children  were  admitted, 
making  a total  of  51.  During  the  same  period,  46  patients 
were  discharged  and  5 died. 

(e)  Moorlands  Maternity  Home. 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home  was  opened  late  in  1924 
in  an  adapted  house,  in  which  there  was  accommodation  for 
both  the  staff  and  for  11  patients.  This  modest  beginning 
satisfied  for  a time  the  needs  of  the  town,  but  after  5 years, 
in  1930,  it  became  inadequate  for  the  demands  made  upon  it, 
with  a resulting  tendency  to  overcrowding.  After  a further 
five  years,  the  position  became  so  acute  that  an  arrangement 
was  made  in  1935  by  which  maternity  cases  were  admitted  to 
Staincliffe  County  Hospital  under  a scheme  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  so  that  patients  avoided  having 
recourse  to  the  Public  Assistance  Department.  In  1937, 
work  was  begun  on  the  building  of  extensions  at  Moorlands 
Maternity  Home  to  increase  the  accommodation  to  27  beds. 
The  need  for  these  additional  beds  was  clearly  seen  in  1938, 
when  299  cases  were  admitted  to  Moorlands,  and  98  to  Stain- 
cliffe, while  at  the  same  time  many  cases  desirous  of  obtaining 
accommodation  at  Moorlands  had  to  be  refused  admission. 
The  extensions  were  completed  at  the  end  of  1939,  and  are  now 
in  use. 

The  extended  Home  consists  of  three  separate  buildings, 
situated  in  extensive  grounds,  and  screened  from  the  road  by 
well-wooded  gardens.  The  original  Home  has  been  altered 
and  is  now  used  as  the  Nurses’  Home,  with  accommodation  for 
a nursing  staff  of  11,  and  a resident  domestic  staff  of  4.  The 
two  new  buildings  consist  of  an  ante-natal  clinic  and  a ward 
block.  In  the  ante-natal  clinic,  on  the  ground  floor,  the  accom- 
modation includes  a waiting  room,  cubicles  in  which  the  patients 
undress,  and  an  examination  room,  while  on  the  first  fioor 
is  living  accommodation  for  an  assistant  medical  officer  of 
health.  The  ward  block  contains  on  the  ground  fioor,  two 
wards  each  of  six  beds,  a nursery,  an  operating  theatre  and 
sterilizing  room,  an  admi.ssion  room,  matron’s  office,  and  two 
isolation  wards  with  a .sej)aratc  entrance  ; there  arc  also  a kitchen, 


a drying  room,  and  a waiting  room  for  visitors.  The  first  fthor 
contains  two  wards  each  of  four  beds,  a ward  of  two  lieds,  three 
single  bedded  wards  for  private  patients,  a nursery,  a labour 
room  and  sterilizing  room,  and  a kitchen.  The  two  floors 
are  connected  by'  both  stairca.ses  and  a lift. 

The  alterations  and  new  extensions  were  designed  by  Mr. 
M.  H.  Forward,  Borough  Architect,  who  has  produced  a Home 
which  has  the  advantages  of  a modern  hospital  and  which, 
at  the  same  time,  retains  the  simple  friendly  atmosphere 
which  hospitals  so  often  lack. 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  of  a new  scale  of 
charges.  Patients  now  pay  5s.  when  they  book,  and  are  charged 
during  their  stay  in  the  Home  at  rates  according  to  their  means. 
These  rates  vary  from  2s.  to  9s.  a day,  and  private  rooms  are 
available  at  a cost  of  5 guineas  a week.  The  number  of  admis- 
sions during  the  year  was  reduced  by  the  difficulties  of  working 
while  alterations  were  in  progress,  but  now  that  the  extended 
Home  is  in  use,  the  number  of  patients  admitted  each  month 
is  approximately  40. 

The  present  moment  is  one  in  which  an3'  extensive  re- 
organisation of  hospital  services  is  unlikely  to  occur.  Therefore 
it  appears  to  be  the  appropriate  time  to  consider  the  future 
hospital  requirements  of  the  town,  as  it  can  be  done  without 
haste,  and  without  the  tendency  to  confusing  overstatements 
to  which  interested  parties  are  addicted  in  the  heat  of  hurried 
discussions. 

Re-organisation  appears  to  be  ultimately'  desirable  in 
Dewsbur}’,  and  under  certain  circumstances  may'  become 
urgently'  necessary.  The  first  of  these  circumstances  is  that 
the  admission  of  Dewsbury  patients  to  Staincliffe  Hospital 
may  become  impossible  or  undesirable.  If  the  West  Riding 
County'  Council  were  to  find  itself  short  of  hospital  accommoda- 
tion, it  would  be  obliged  to  consider  its  own  population  first, 
and  might  find  it  impossible  to  admit  Dewsbury'  patients 
to  Staincliffe  County  Hospital.  Alternatively,  Dewsbury 
Corporation  might  find  it  undesirable  to  utilise  the  accommoda- 
tion available  at  Staincliffe  County'  Hospital,  as  the  plans  for 
the  projected  modernisation  of  the  hospital  will  render  it  suitable 
for  the  reception  of  acute  medical  and  surgical  cases,  whose 
cost  of  maintenance  is  high.  The  great  majority  of  cases 
admitted  to  the  hospital  from  Dewsburv  are  chronic  cases, 
whose  cost  of  maintenance  is  low,  but  who  would,  when  ad- 
mitted to  a hospital  for  acute  cases,  have  to  bear  their  share 
of  thedngh  costs  a.ssociated  with  the  treatment  of  acute  cases. 
Under  such  circumstances,  Dewsburv  would  be  called  upon  to 
pay  maintenance  charges  out  of  proportion  to  the  .services 
rendered. 


The  other  circumstance  whicli  would  make  re-organisation 
of  Dewsbury’s  hospital  services  an  urgent  necessity  is  the 
possibility  of  the  local  voluntary  hospital  (the  Dewsbury  and 
District  General  Inlirmary)  hnding  difficulty  at  some  future 
date  in  raising  the  money  necessary  for  the  proper  continuation 
of  its  work.  Economic  conditions  after  the  War  may  possibly 
play  an  important  part  in  this  direction.  In  the  five  years 
beginning  in  1919,  voluntary  contributions  to  the  hospital 
averaged  £5,495  a year  ; in  the  five  years  beginning  in  1924, 
they  averaged  £6,213  a year  ; in  the  five  years  beginning  in 
1 929  they  averaged  £6,348  a year  ; and  in  the  five  years  beginning 
in  1934,  they  averaged  £11230  a year.  During  the  last  period, 
however,  the  voluntary  contributions  also  included  workers’ 
contributions  under  the  “ voluntary  contributory  scheme,” 
and  when  the  contributions  of  these  workers  (many  of  whom 
are  Dewsbury  rate-payers)  are  deducted,  the  voluntary  contri- 
butions amounted  to  a yearly  average  of  only  £5,338,  including 
an  annual  subscription  of  £500  from  Dewsbury  Corporation. 
If,  as  is  possible  after  the  war,  subscriptions  and  donations 
diminish  at  a time  when  costs  are  rising,  the  hospital  may  have 
an  income  insufficient  for  its  ever-increasing  needs,  and  the 
Local  Authority  may  be  faced  with  difficulties  in  ensuring  that 
adequate  hospital  accommodation  and  treatment  are  available 
for  the  population,  many  of  whom,  as  members  of  the  “ voluntary 
contributory  scheme,”  have  an  implied  right  to  it  free  of 
charge. 

Before  any  discussions  begin  about  the  future  hospital 
policy  of  the  town  it  is  essential  to  know  the  nature  and  the 
e.xtent  of  the  problem.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the 
approximate  numbers,  and  types  of  cases,  with  the  places  where 
treatment  is  received,  of  Dewsbury  residents  who  at  any  time 
are  receiving  hospital  treatment,  and  who  are  not  obtaining  it 
entirely  at  their  own  expense. 

1 . General  medical  and  surgical  cases  at  Dewsbury  General 

Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

2.  General  medical  and  surgical  cases  at  Staincliffe 

Count}^  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

3.  Chronic  medical  and  senile  cases  at  Staincliffe  County 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

4.  Maternity  cases  at  Moorlands  Maternity  Home  ...  20 

5.  Pulmonary  Tuberculo.sis  cases  at  Whitley  Sanatorium  25 

6.  Pnlmonaiy  Tuberculosis  c a.ses  at  Staincliffe  County 

Hosifital  or  elsewhere  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

7.  Xon-Pulmonar\’  Tuberculosis  cases  at  M’hitlcy  Sana; 

torium  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

8.  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ('ascs  (Orthopaedic)  at 

Oswestrv  and  Sheffield  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


n.  Infectious  Diseases  cases  at  Mitchell  T.aithes  Isolation 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

l(t.  Mental  cases  at  West  Riding  Mental  Board  Hospitals  1 25 

II.  Mentally  defective  cases  at  St.  Catherine’s  Institu- 
tion, Doncaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

In  addition,  there  are  about  75  persons  in  tlie  Institution 
(distinct  from  the  hospital)  at  Staincliffe,  most  of  whom  are 
there  because  of  increasing  age  and  feebleness. 

The  arrangements  whereby  mental  cases  are  treated  in 
hospitals  owned  b37  West  Riding  Mental  Hospitals  Board, 
and  mental  defectives  in  St.  Catherine’s  Institution,  Doncaster, 
are  satisfactory',  and  should  be  excluded  from  further  considera- 
tion. Similarly,  in  the  treatment  of  infectious  cases,  other 
authorities  are  involved,  and  considerable  sums  of  moneys  have 
been  spent  in  modernising  Mitchell  Laithes  Hospital,  so  that 
no  alteration  in  the  present  arrangement  is  likelv  to  arise  for 
many  y'ears  to  come. 

Any'  scheme  for  re-organisation  should  have  as  its  objective 
the  achievement  of  efficiency  and  economy^  These  involve 
the  unification,  as  far  as  possible,  of  all  hospital  services.  This 
unification  eliminates  unnecessary  duplication  of  essential 
equipment  ; operating  theatres,  X-Ray'  equipment,  dispensaries, 
laboratories,  kitchens  and  laundries  are  necessary'  items  which 
are  obviously'  more  economical  per  patient  where  the  number 
of  patients  is  large,  and  the  equipment  is  being  fully'  used  ; 
nursing  and  resident  medical  staffs  are  likewise  more 
readily'  available  and  can  be  more  efficiently  distributed  when 
a large  number  of  patients  is  concentrated  in  a single  adminis- 
trative unit  ; food  and  equipment  are  cheaper  when  bought  in 
large  quantities  than  when  bought  in  several  small  quantities  ; 
the  pressing  difficulty  of  securing  hospital  staff  is  likely'  to  be 
diminished  in  a hospital  that  is  large  enough  to  offer  excellent 
facilities  for  both  training  and  recreation. 

If  the  hospital  services  of  Dewsbury  were  to  be  unified, 
the  resulting  organisation  would  require  more  beds  than  are 
now  occupied  by'  Dewsbury  cases,  as  at  present  there  is  a ten- 
dency', not  peculiar  to  this  district,  to  discharge  p)atients  very' 
early'  in  convalescence,  in  order  to  make  their  beds  available 
for  waiting  cases.  Also  there  are  a number  of  children,  not  now 
in  hospital,  who  are  suffering  from  rheumatism  and  other 
chronic  conditions  which  are  better  treated  in  hospital. 

The  hospital  requirements  of  Dewsbury'  (excluding  mental 
cases,  mental  deficiency',  tuberculosis  and  infectious  cliseases), 
would  be  supplied  by  a hospital  containing  100  beds  for  medical 
and  surgical  cases  and  children,  25  beds  for  maternity'  cases, 
and  75  beds  for  senile  or  chronic  cases,  who  both  for  medical 
reasons  and  reasons  of  economy',  should  be  nursed  separately' 
from  the  acute  cases.  A hospital,  or  a unified  group  of  hospital 
accommodation,  containing  200  beds  for  Dewsbury  cases 
would  .su])ply'  the  needs  of  the  town. 


If  such  unification  of  hospital  services  was  to  occur,  the 
advisability  of  i)roviding  facilities  in  close  proximity  for  the 
treatment  of  some  or  all  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  would 
need  to  be  considered.  It  is  pos.sible  that  the  advantages  that 
would  result  from  the  ready  availability  of  every  facility  for 
diagnosis  and  treatment  would  outweigh  the  advantages  to 
be  gained  from  rural  surroundings  for  a sanatorium. 

While  these  considerations  refer  to  a problem  that  may  not 
arise  for  many  years  to  come,  and  which  when  it  does  arise  will 
affect  so  many  interests  that  its  succes.sful  solution  will  be  fraught 
with  almost  insuperable  difficulties,  and  will  call  for  a degree 
of  patience  equalling,  if  not  surpassing  that  of  Job,  it  is  neverthe- 
less desirable  that  the  Council  should  be  aware  that  some  day 
it  may  be  called  upon  to  face  it.  If  the  Council  is  so  called 
upon,  it  will  be  very  grateful  for  any  foresight  that  has  been 
shown  previously,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  acquisition  of  any 
neces.sary  land. 

Public  Assistance. 

There  are  no  changes  to  record  in  the  information  given 
in  previous  reports  under  the  headings  of  (1)  Institutional 
Medical  Services,  (2)  Poor  Law  IMedical  Out-Relief,  and  (3) 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1929. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  on  March 
3Ist,  1940,  was  142.  The  numbers  in  previous  years  were  : — 


1938 

1937 

1936 

19.35 


143 

127 

120 

115 


The  total  cost  of  the  blind  to  the  rates  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  1940,  was  £'4780,  representing  £34  a case.  The 
average  cost  for  the  42  Northern  County  Boroughs  was  £33 
a case,  the  figure  varying  from  £14  in  Blackburn  to  £50  in 
Bradford. 


CARE  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 


Institutional  Provision. 

At  the  end  of  1939,  there  were  48  mental  defectives  who 
were  maintained  in  Institutions,  wholly  or  partly  by  the 
Dewsbury  Corporation.  Of  these,  47  were  in  St.  Catherine’s 
In.stitution,  Doncaster,  and  one  in  Etloe  House,  Essex.  The 
total  shows  an  increase  of  3 compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Guardianship. 

There  were  12  cases  (5  Males  and  7 Females)  under 
guardianship,  of  whom  1 1 were  with  guardians  who  were 
relatives.  The  number  under  guardianship  represents  a 
decrease  of  four,  compared  with  the  previous  year.  During  the 
year,  I new  case  was  placed  under  guardianship,  and  5 
were  transferred  to  St.  Catherine’s  Institution,  Doncaster. 
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Supervision. 

There  were  54  cases  (24  Males  and  10  Females)  under 
statutory  supervision.  This  represents  a decrease  of  4 on  the 
previous  year. 

Occupation  Centre. 

The  Centre,  for  uneducable  children  and  adult  defectives, 
was  carried  on  in  the  usual  way  until  the  outbreak  of  war. 
The  centre  was  then  closed,  and  the  premises  were  used  in 
connection  with  the  A.R.P.  First  Aid  Post  established  in  the 
Municipal  Buildings.  The  number  of  cases  on  the  register 
when  the  Centre  closed  was  10  (5  males  and  7 females).  The 
number  of  sessions  held  was  300,  and  2325  attendances  were 
made. 

The  supervisor  of  the  Centre,  who  is  also  Mental  Heallh 
Visitor,  now  pays  more  frequent  vi.sits  to  the  defectives’  homes, 
and  holds  classes  in  her  own  house  which  are  attended  by 
defectives  who  live  reasonably  near. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  3'ear  has  seen  an  important  development  in  the  Mater- 
nity Services.  The  e.vtensions  at  the  Moorlands  Maternit}' 
Home  were  finished  during  the  3'ear,  and  came  into  full  use 
in  October.  The  appended  table  shows  the  increasingl3'  im- 
portant part  that  has  been  pla3'ed  b3'  the  facilities  provided, 
or  arranged  for,  by  the  Maternit3'’  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
in  providing  Midwifer3"  Services  since  in  November,  1924,  it 
hrst  began  the  work  by  opening  Moorlands  Maternit3’  Home. 
In  1935  arrangements  were  made  for  the  admission  of  cases 
to  the  Staincliffe  Count3'  Hospital,  and  in  1937,  Municipal 
Midwives  were  appointed. 

In  the  table  below  the  figures  in  brackets  show  what  per- 
centage the  numbers  thev  follow  are  of  the  total  registered 
births  in  the  Borough  ; — 


Year 

Institutional  Confinements 

. 

Municipal 

Midwives 

Total  of 
Institutions 
dc  Mid  wives 

Moorlands 

1 

Staincliffe 

Total 

1924 

9 (U-9) 

— 

9 (0-9) 

9 (0-9) 

1925 

174  (18-4) 

— 

174  (18-4) 

174  (18-4) 

1 929 

213  (23-4) 

— 

213  (23-4) 

— 

213  (23-4) 

1927 

175  (20 -1) 

— 

175  (20-1) 

— 

175  (20-1) 

1928 

192  (22-3) 

— 

192  (22-3) 

— 

192  (22-3) 

1 929 

198  (23-1) 

— 

198  (23-1) 

— 

198  (23-1) 

19:i!) 

239  (25-8) 

— 

239  (25-8) 

. 239  (25-8) 

1931 

245  (31-3) 

— 

245  (31-3) 

245  (31-3) 

1 932 

290  (31-2) 

— 

290  (31-2) 

— 

290  (31-2) 

1 933 

277  (34-1) 

— 

277  (34-1) 

— 

277  134-1) 

1934 

295  (38-0) 

— 

295  (38-0) 

— 

295  (38-0) 

1 935 

303  (37-2) 

15  ( 1-8) 

318  (39-0) 

— 

318  139-0) 

1939 

291  (35-U) 

27  ( 3-2) 

318  (38-2) 



318  (38-2) 

1937 

299  (35-4) 

51  ( 9-U) 

350  ^41-4) 

129  (14-9) 

479  (59-3) 

1 938 

299  (38-1) 

98 

39  7 (.50-9) 

325  (41-5) 

722  (92-1) 

1 939 

299  (39-5) 

101  (12-7) 

391  (49-2) 

379  (47-3) 

797  (99-5) 

2G 


In  1939,  in  27  out  of  every  28  babies  born,  the  mother  had 
availed  herself  of  services  provided  by  the  Council. 

Statistics  and  details  relating  to  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  are  printed  in  Tables  VI.  to  X.,  pages  72  to  78. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  Moorlands  Maternity  Home 
extensions,  two  ante-natal  dines  were  held  weekly,  one  at  the 
Maternity  Home,  reserved  for  patients  who  had  arranged  to 
be  confined  there,  and  the  other  at  the  Municipal  Buildings, 
for  patients  who  had  arranged  to  be  confined  in  their  own  homes. 
After  the  opening  of  the  extensions,  all  ante-natal  clinics  were 
transferred  to  the  Maternity  Home,  and  in  order  to  relieve  the 
great  pressure  of  work  at  the  clinics  due  to  the  large  attendances, 
the  number  of  weekly  clinics  was  increased  to  four.  At  the 
same  time  Mr.  David  Currie,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.O.G.,  was  appoin- 
to  the  post  of  consultant  obstetrician  to  the  Home,  and  he 
holds  a clinic  there  once  weekly,  to  which  are  referred  selected 
cases  from  the  other  clinics.  The  number  of  women  who 
attended  the  clinics  during  the  year  was  683  and  they  made  1707 
attendances,  which  means  that  86%  of  the  expectant  mothers 
availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  put  at  their  disposal.  The 
Municipal  Midwives  attend  the  clinics  when  their  patients 
are  examined. 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home. 

Although  the  extensions  to  the  Home  came  into  use  before 
the  end  of  1939,  the  number  of  admissions  to  Moorlands  was 
290,  or  nine  less  than  the  previous  year.  The  diminution  in 
admissions  was  due,  firstly,  to  the  fact  that  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  the  additional  accommodation  was  not  avail- 
able, for  as  soon  as  the  Ward  Block  was  completed,  part  of  it 
was  occupied  by  the  nursing  and  domestic  staffs  until  alterations 
to  the  nurses’  home  were  finished  ; secondly,  it  was  not  con- 
sidered advisable  to  begin  booking  cases  for  admission  to  the 
full  capacity  of  the  extended  home  until  the  extensions  were 
completely  finislied,  staffed,  and  in  working  order  ; and  thirdly, 
for  two  weeks,  no  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Home  as  puerperal 
pyrexia  had  occurred  in  it. 

Of  the  290  patients  admitted  (representing  36.5%  of  the 
total  births  of  the  Borough),  284  were  delivered  by  the  resident 
midwives,  and  6 by  doctors.  The  resident  midwives  sought 
medical  assi.stance  in  33  cases.  There  were  12  still  births, 
and  8 infants  died  within  10  days  of  birth,  of  wiiom  2 had 
malformations  and  5 more  were  premature. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  of  the  maternity  cases  was 
14.6  daj'S. 


Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

The  four  Municipal  Midwives  attended  37G  cases  during  tlie 
year.  Midwives  in  private  practice  attended  3 cases. 

There  were  131  calls  from  Midwives  (including  33  from  the 
staff  of  the  Maternity  Home)  for  Medical  Aid,  the  conditions  for 


which  assistance  was  required  being  : — 

Abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ante-Natal  Conditions  ...  ...  3 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage ...  ...  8 

Abnormal  Labour  ...  ...  ...  24 

Ruptured  Perineum  ...  ...  ...  54 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  4 

Retained  Placenta  ...  ...  ...  3 

Illness  of  Mother  ...  ...  ...  8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Anaesthetics  ...  ...  ...  ...  G 

Illness  or  prematurity  of  infant  ...  13 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  4 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Four  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

Case  1 was  a married  woman  aged  19  years.  She  had  not 
attended  an  ante-natal  clinic.  She  died  of  tetanus  following 
abortion.  An  inquest  was  held. 

Case  2 was  a married  woman  in  poor  circumstances  aged 
27,  who  had  two  previous  normal  confinements.  As  she  appeared 
to  be  undernourished,  and  had  a slightly  raised  blood  pressure 
with  some  albuminuria,  she  was  admitted  to  hospital  at  the 
end  of  the  7th  month  of  pregnancy,  but  insisted  upon  being 
discharged  after  3 days.  In  due  course  she  returned  to  hospital 
to  give  birth  to  a full  term  live  child.  She  had  a severe  post- 
partum haemorrhage,  and  died  3 hours  after  delivery. 

Case  3 was  a married  woman  of  28  who  had  2 previous 
normal  confinements.  She  did  not  attend  an  ante-natal  clinic. 
Suddenly,  one  afternoon,  she  felt  faint  and  ill,  and  died  within 
an  hour.  An  inquest  was  held  at  which  the  medical  evidence 
showed  that  death  was  due  to  haemorrhage  into  the  pregnant 
uterus. 

Case  4 was  a married  woman  of  39  who  was  pregnant  for 
the  eighth  time.  She  attended  the  ante-natal  clinic  on  three 
occasions,  when  her  blood  pressure  was  found  to  be  normal, 
and  the  urine  free  from  albumen,  although  on  one  occasion 
she  complained  of  dizziness.  She  was  admitted  to  hospital 
after  being  in  labour  for  19  hours.  Her  blood  pressure  was 
raised,  the  urine  scanty  and  loaded  with  albumen.  After 
39  hours  in  hospital  she  gave  birth  to  a still-born  child,  and  died 
3 hours  later.  Although  no  fits  were  obscr\’ed,  death  was 
attributed  to  eclampsia. 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  was  5.03  per  1000  total  births, 
the  highest  figure  in  Dewsbury  for  6 years.  During  the  five 
years  1935-1939,  the  rate  has  been  3.44,  and  the  figures  below 
show  how  Dewsbury  has  compared  with  England  and  Wales 
during  that  time. 

1935  1936  1937  1938  1939 


England  and 

Wales  ...  3.94  3.65  3.13  2.97  2.82 

Dewsbury  ...  3.68  2.40  2.40  3.83  5.03 

A fuller  and  more  complete  Maternity  Service  was  available 
in  Dewsbury  in  1939  than  ever  before,  and  yet  four  mothers 
died,  compared  with  three  in  1938,  and  two  in  1937  and  1936. 
The  Maternity  Services  appear  unable  to  prevent  certain  of 
the  deaths,  but  where  the  investigations  made  after  each  death 
show  that  it  could  be  considered  in  any  way  preventable, 
the  services  tr^-  to  profit  by  the  experience. 


Still  Births. 

Still  Births  numbered  32,  giving  a rate  of  40.2  per  1000 
total  births.  This  is  a very  slight  increase  on  last  year’s  figure 
which  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Dewsbury.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  notice  that  up  to  the  end  of  1939,  the  return  of  women  to 
industry  was  not  associated  with  any  significant  increase  in 
still  births. 


Auxiliary  Maternity  Services. 

(a)  Consultant  Services  for  Ante-Natal,  Obstetric  and 
Gynaecological  Cases. 

These  services  are  so  important  that  the  Corporation  has 
appointed  Mr.  David  Currie,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.O.G.,  to  act  as 
consultant  to  the  Municipal  Clinics  and  to  the  Moorlands 
Maternity  Home.  He  holds  a consultant  clinic  once  weekly, 
to  which  are  referred  patients  from  the  usual  clinics.  He  is 
also  available  whenever  his  services  are  required  at  the  Maternity 
Home.  The  services  of  consultants  in  the  patient’s  home 
can  also  be  obtained  by  general  practitioners,  and  in  1939  they 
were  utilised  on  9 occasions. 

(b)  Provision  of  Home  Helps. 

This  .service  is  little  wanted  in  Dewsbury,  and  was  used 
on  only  11  occasions  in  1939. 

(c)  Provision  of  Sterilized  Maternity  Outfits. 

In  1939  87  of  these  outfits  were  supplied,  of  which  74 
were  supplied  free. 
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{ci)  Convalescent  Home  Treatment  for  Mothers  and 
Babies. 

In  1999  21  mothers  and  their  babies  went  to  tlie  Homes 
at  Harrogate  and  Withernsea,  and  in  all  cases  the  family  income 
was  so  low  that  no  charge  was  made. 

(c)  Free  Meals  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

During  1939  28  meals  were  supplied  to  2 mothers  at  a cost 
to  the  Corporation  of  Is.  a meal.  In  1938  185  meals  were 
supplied  to  8 mothers. 

(/)  Dental  Treatment  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

During  the  year,  88  mothers  received  treatment  at  a cost 
to  the  Corporation  of  ^63,  to  which  must  be  added  a proportion 
of  a school  dental  surgeon’s  salary,  amounting  to  approximately 
;^40,  making  the  total  cost  £103.  Last  year  84  mothers  were 
treated. 

Post-Natal  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics.  During  the  year  14  patients  made  25  attendances. 
In  view  of  the  valuable  work  that  can  be  done  at  this  clinic, 
it  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  many  more  mothers  will  attend. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Four  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  weekly.  The  attend- 
ances at  the  various  dines  were  ; — 


Dewsbury  ...  ...  10312 

Thornhill  ..  7050 

Ravensthorpe  ...  7411 

Earlsheaton  ...  6193 
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The  total  attendances  have  been  almost  constant  in  the 
last  four  years.  In  1936  they  numbered  29,398,  in  1937  29,979, 
and  in  1938  31,845. 

The  amount  of  milk  foods  distributed  at  the  centres  was 
40,469  lbs.  of  which  18,534  lbs.  or  46%  was  distributed  free, 
compared  with  43,647  lbs.  in  the  previous  year  of  which 
23,856  lbs.  or  55%  was  distributed  free. 

The  total  cost  of  the  milk  foods  distributed  during  the  year 
was  ^2,454  of  which  parents  paid  /1, 244  and  the  Corporation 
£1,210. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

The  number  of  infants  who,  in  1939  died  under  the  age  of 
one  year  was  38,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  49.7  per 
1,000  live  births,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Dewsbur}'.  The 
following  table  shows  how  the  rate  has  declined  in  Dewsbur}^ 
as  well  as  in  England  and  Wales  generall}’  : — 
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Kate  per  1,U(J0  live  births 


1911-1915 

1916-1920 

1921-1925 

1926-1930 

1931-1935 

1936 


1910 


Dewsbury  England  and  Wales 
147  ' 117  (1906-1910) 


1937 

1938 

1939 


124 

105 

101 

75 

73 

68.5 

62.1 

51.2 

49.7 


110 

90 

76 

68 

62 

59 

58 

53 

50 


Of  the  38  children  who  died,  22  or  58%  were  under  one 
month  old.  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth  and  mal- 
formations accounted  for  20  of  the  deaths. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  four  Health  Visitors,  whose  duties  consist  principally 
in  assisting  at  Clinics  and  the  home  visiting  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  children  under  school  age,  paid  467  visits 
to  expectant  mothers,  4,122  visits  to  children  under  one  year 
of  age,  and  11,005  visits  to  children  between  one  and  five  years 
of  age,  making  a total  of  15,594  visits  during  the  year. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  Health  Visitors  act  as  Child  Protection  Visitors,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  nine  persons  were  receiving  nine  children 
for  reward. 

Dewsbury  Day  Nursery. 

This  is  a voluntary  institution  to  which  Dewsbury  Cor- 
poration contributes  £300  annually.  It  is  exempted  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  relating  to  Child  Life 
Protection.  There  is  accommodation  for  15  boarders  and  35 
children  in  daily  attendance.  Since  the  outbreak  of  war 
the  attendances  have  increased  greatly  and  taxed  severely  the 
available  facilities.  The  total  number  of  attendances  of  children 
at  this  nursery  in  1939  was  4684  full  days,  and  408  half-days. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

During  the  year  5 children  suffering  from  orthopaedic 
defects  were  referred  to  the  Dewsbury  and  Di.strict  General 
Infirmary  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  run  in  conjunction  with  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics.  During  1939  9 patients  attended  for  advice. 

Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  Dewsbury  registered  under 
Section  187  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  no  applications 
for  registration  were  received  during  the  3’ear. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

There  are  two  sources  of  supply.  The  Thornhill  Ward 
of  the  Borough  and  the  Dewsbury  portion  of  Soothill  Upper 
are  supplied  from  the  Halifax  Water  Works,  with  water  that 
has  been  filtered  ; the  remainder  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  by 
the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board,  with 
water  that  has  been  treated  with  slaked  lime  and  chlorine. 
During  the  3^ear,  work  was  in  hand  to  bring  an  additional 
supply  to  the  town  from  Bradford. 

The  water  supph'  is  examined  regularly  to  detect  the 
presence  of  the  bacillus  coli,  the  significance  of  whose  presence 
was  discussed  in  the  report  for  1938.  The  following  Table 
shows  the  source  of  the  samples  examined,  the  number  examined, 
and  the  results  of  the  examinations. 


Source  of  Water 

No.  of  Samples,  Presumptive 

B.  Coli  per  100  ml. 

None. 

1—2  3—10 

over  10 

Dewsbury'  and  Heckmond- 
wike Waterworks  Board 

1.57 

11  19 

1 

Halifax  Corporation 

39 

3 2 

0 

The  rate  of  consumption  for  domestic  purposes  in  1939 
was  22.3  gallons  per  head,  and  for  trade  purposes  19.3  gallons 
per  head,  making  a total  of  41.6  gallons  per  head. 


DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE. 

There  are  four  sewage  works  in  the  town.  The  main  works, 
opened  in  1928,  are  at  Mitchell  Laithes.  There  are  also  modern 
and  effective  works  at  Ravensthorpe.  Two  small  works,  one 
adjacent  to  Smithj^  Brook,  and  one  at  Millbank,  deal  with  the 
sewage  of  Thornhill  and  Savile  Town. 

Mr.  Shaw,  the  Borough  Engineer,  reports  that  5 samples 
of  final  effluent  from  the  Mitchell  Laithes  Works,  5 samples 
from  the  Ravensthorpe  Works,  and  2 samples  from  Millbank 
were  obtained  by  the  Rivers  Board  Inspectors.  In  all  cases 
the  effluent  was  reported  satisfactor}’. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Particulars  of  closet  accommodation  are  printed  on  page  45. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  conversion  from 
the  conservancy  system  to  the  water  carriage  system  during  the 
last  5 years  : — 
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No.  of  closets 
converted  to  water 

No.  of  closets  on 

carriage  system  conservancy  system 

during  year 

at  end  of  year 

1939 

1 

262 

1938 

2 

265 

1937 

22 

311 

1936 

21 

342 

1935 

10 

363 

Of  the  15,834 

closets  in  Dewsbury,  1. 

),572  or  98.3%  are 

on  the  water  carriage  system. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Particulars  relating  to  the  ashbins  and  ashpits  of  Dewsbury 

are  printed  on  page 

45. 

During  the  year,  11  ashpits  were  abolished,  and  29  ashbins 

were  provided.  The  figures  given  below 
are  being  gradually  abolished. 

show  how  ashpits 

Ashpits  Abolished. 

Bins  Provided. 

1939  

11 

29 

1938  

38 

125 

1937  

167 

585 

1936  

245 

1293 

SHOPS. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  District  Sanitary 
Inspectors  are  also  inspectors  under  the  Shops  Acts  1912-1938, 
and  a report  on  their  work  is  given  on  page  47. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  236  smoke  observations 
during  the  year,  each  observation  lasting  half-an-hour.  In 
only  two  cases  was  black  smoke  emitted  for  more  than  the 
permitted  three  minutes  in  the  half-hour. 

Details  are  given  on  page  47,  and  the  records  of  the  measure- 
ments of  atmospheric  pollution  by  means  of  soot  deposit  gauges 
are  printed  on  page  49. 

THE  PUBLIC  BATHS. 

These  modernized  baths,  owned  by  the  Corporation,  contain 
two  plunge  baths,  together  with  Turkish  and  Slipper  Baths. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination,  and  two  for  chemical  analysis.  In  each  case  the 
result  was  satisfactory. 

In  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1940,  94,487  persons  were 
admitted  to  the  baths,  of  whom  22,.'j65  were  school  children 
(including  3197  from  Mirhcld). 
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SCHOOLS. 

Information  concerning  the  prevalence  of  infections  diseases 
amongst  school  children  is  given  in  Section  F,  page  38,  of  this 
report.  The  total  number  of  children  excluded  through  the 
School  Medical  Service  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infec- 
tious diseases  was  126. 

During  the  year,  32  inspections  of  the  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion of  schools  were  made. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Particulars  of  inspections  are  printed  on  page  53. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  report  furnished  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
printed  on  page  43. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

For  the  duration  of  the  war  tlie  building  of  houses  will 
probably  stop.  Although  this  interruption  in  the  rehousing 
of  the  working  classes  is  a great  misfortune,  Dewsbury  can 
regard  the  progress  that  has  been  made  with  considerable 
satisfaction.  This  satisfaction  is  derived  not  so  much  from  the 
amount  of  rehousing  accomplished  (for  much  still  remains  to 
be  done),  but  rather  from  that  fact  that  in  this  town  public 
opinion,  which  rarely  moves  backwards  in  matters  concerning 
social  conditions,  now  accepts  as  inadequate  those  standards  of 
housing  which  generally  received  its  silent  acquiescence  up  to 
the  end  of  the  War  of  1914-1918,  and  indeed  for  some  years  after- 
wards. Further,  housing  accommodation  of  a satisfactory 
standard  for  occupation  by  the  working  classes  at  rents  within 
their  means  cannot  be  provided  profitably  by  private  enterprise, 
and  its  provision  has  now  come  to  be  regarded  as  a normal 
duty  of  the  community  in  the  same  wa}'  as  has  the  provision 
of  services  in  connection  with  education,  public  health,  libraries, 
baths,  parks,  cemeteries,  highway  maintenance,  street  lighting, 
the  police,  street  cleansing,  sewage  disposal  and  public 
assistance. 

The  increase  in  the  interest  that  is  taken  in  Dewsbury 
in  improving  the  housing  conditions  can  be  judged  by  comparing 
the  position  to-day  with  that  of  35  3'ears  ago.  The  Local 
Government  Board  in  1910  presented  a report  to  Parliament 
on  back-to-back  houses  which  sheds  a light  on  local  public 
opinion  of  that  time,  for  its  opening  sentence  stated  that  “ In 
1906  the  Town  Council  of  Dewsbury  requested  the  Local  Gov^ern- 
ment  Board  to  approve,  in  a new  series  of  bye-laws  for  new 
streets  and  buildings,  a provision  permitting,  with  certain 
restrictions,  the  erection  of  dwellings  “ back-to-back.”  ” 

When  the  report  was  published  iu  1910  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909  (Sec.  43)  already  had  made  the  erection 
of  back-to-back  dwellings  illegal. 

Before  1920,  the  Town  Council  had  not  built  an}’  houses  to 
accommodate  the  working  classes,  and  the  only  houses  it  owned 
were  for  street  and  other  improvements,  in  and  about  Council 
offices,  in  parks  and  cemeteries,  about  sewage  works,  alms 
houses,  and  houses  owned  by  the  Education  Committee.  In 
that  year  the  hr.st  Corporation  Housing  Scheme  was  begun, 
with  the  intention  of  attempting  to  meet  the  shortage  of  houses 
that  existed,  and  10  bouses  were  completed.  In  the  years 
1921  to  1925,  214  Corporation  houses  were  built  (an  average  of 
42.8  a year),  in  the  years  1920  to  1930  the  number  built  was 
511,  (an  average  of  102.2  a year),  in  the  years  1931  to  1935 
the  number  built  was  370,  (an  aveiage  of  74  a year),  and  in  the 
years  1930  to  1939,  the  number  built  was  1184,  (an  average 
of  290  a 3’ear). 
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Tliougli  efforts  were  made  before,  during  and  immediately 
after  the  last  war  to  deal  with  some  of  the  worst  houses,  the 
demolition  or  closing  for  human  habitation  of  slum  property 
to  a substantial  extent  began  much  later  than  the  building  of 
new  houses.  In  the  years  1921  to  1934,  all  that  was  done  con- 
sisted of  demolishing  21  houses  (and  16  of  these  appear  to  have 
been  demolished  voluntarily  b}^  the  owners),  and  closing  42 
separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms.  In  1933,  two 
important  events  occurred  ; in  July,  the  Council  made  a Clearance 
Order  (Dawgreen  No.  1)  containing  29  houses,  and  in  October 
the  Council  adopted  a programme  of  Slum  Clearance.  Increas- 
ingly rapid  progress  was  made  from  that  time  up  to  the  out- 
break of  the  present  war,  and  in  the  relatively  short  space  of 
5 j-ears,  representations  were  made  respecting  48  clearance 
areas  containing  1543  houses  occupied  by  5047  persons,  and 
representations  were  also  made  for  the  demolition  or  closing 
of  717  individual  houses  occupied  by  2115  persons. 

The  “ Lancet,”  referring  to  Dewsbury,  stated  in  February, 
1940,  that  “ good  progress  has  been  made  in  this  costly  work 
of  rehousing  since  1934,  but  much  still  remains  to  be  done, 
for  in  common  with  man}"  towns  in  the  industrial  districts  or 
Britain,  Dewsbur}’  needed  to  be  rebuilt  in  a large  part.  It  is 
disheartening  that  the  gallant  attempt  to  pursue  this  formidable 
but  necessary  reformation  should  be  hung  up  indehnitely  by 
another  wai.”  This  paints  too  dismal  a picture,  for  although 
it  must  be  admitted  that  very  much  still  remains  to  be  done, 
the  history  of  the  last  few  years  shows  that  public  opinion 
supports  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  build  a new  Dews- 
bury in  this  particular  part  of  England  whose  prosperity  depends 
so  largely  on  its  mills.  The  change  of  attitude  towards  the  housing 
of  the  working  classes  that  has  occurred  since  1906  and  more 
especially  since  1933,  compensates  for  the  disappointment  due 
to  the  temporary  cessation  of  progress  due  to  the  War,  and 
promises  that  when  peace  is  restored  the  uncompleted  task 
will  be  carried  through  to  a successful  conclusion. 

An  inquiry  was  held  in  May,  1939,  concerning  S clearance 
areas  containing  543  houses,  with  a population  of  1,660  people. 

The  Minister  of  Health  confirmed  the  following  five  orders  : — 


Area 

Houses 

Persons 

Princes  Street/Swallow  Road 

47 

97 

Hill  End,  Earlshcaton 

32 

91 

Old  Bank  Road  No.  1 

14 

27 

Old  Bank  Road  No.  2 

9 

22 

Providence  Street,  Thornhill  Lees 

25 

85 

127 

322 

3G 


The  Minister  of  Health  deferred,  due  to  war  conditions, 
his  decision  in  respect  of  the  following  Orders  : — 


Area 

Houses. 

Persons. 

Flatts  No.  1 

156 

532 

East  borough 

249 

790 

Cooper  Square 

11 

16 

416 

1338 

In  addition  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  19  houses,  and  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of 
35  houses. 

The  new  houses  built  by  the  Corporation  from  the  beginning 
of  the  original  Five  Years’  Programme  to  the  end  of  1939 
consisted  of  the  following  : — 


Dawgreen  (Improvement  Scheme) 

Houses. 

18 

Lees  Holm 

10 

Pilgrim  Farm 

32 

Conyer's  Pit  ... 

16 

Heckmondwike  Road  No.  1 

22 

Scopsley  Lane,  Whitley 

30 

Heckmondwike  Road  No.  2 

74 

Dawgreen  Nos.  1 and  2 

64 

Heaton  Lodge,  Earlsheaton 

108 

The  Croft,  Earlsheaton 

26 

Lees  Moor,  Thornhill  Lees  ... 

208 

Dewsbury  Moor 

256 

Earlsheaton  Park 

98 

Mayne’s  Close 

14 

Overthorpe  Park 

328 

Castle  Mount  Bungalows 

10 

Canterbury  Road  ... 

94 

1408 

Those  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  1939  were  : — 

Houses. 

Overthorpe  Park  ...  ...  ...  54 

Canterbury  Road  ...  ...  ...  56 


110 


The  number  of  new  Corporation  houses  completed  in  1939 
was  232.  In  193S  the  number  completed  was  452. 
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Overcrowding. 

The  number  of  families  living  under  overcrowded  conditions 
continues  to  diminish.  At  the  end  of  1939  the  number  was 
334,  in  1938  it  was  618.  and  in  1935  it  was  1194. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

One  such  house  now  remains  with  42  beds.  It  receives 
frequent  visits  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Houses-Let-in-Lodgings. 

There  are  12  of  these  houses  in  the  town,  most  of  which 
are  in  clearance  areas  likely  to  be  demolished. 

Particulars  relating  to  : — 1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses 
during  1939 ; 2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal 
notices  ; 3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ; 4.  Overcrowding, 
are  presented  on  page  55. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

See  page  56. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Particulars  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  during 
1939  are  printed  in  Table  II.,  page  69,  with  comparative 
figures  for  1938. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Mitchell  Laithes  contains  98 
beds,  including  8 cubicles,  and  all  infectious  diseases  can  be 
admitted. 

N on-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Head  Teachers  notify  such  cases  occurring  in  the  schools, 
and  as  these  diseases  occur  mainly  in  childhood,  the  notifications 
serve  as  a rough  guide  to  their  prevalence. 

The  following  table  covers  the  past  five  years  ; — 


1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

Measles 

137 

628 

182 

575 

125 

Whooping  Cough 

184 

71 

62 

149 

78 

Chicken  Pox 

100 

94 

463 

193 

145 

Mumps 

38 

25 

207 

194 

58 

Influenza  ... 

29 

8 

387 

15 

18 

488 

826 

1301 

1126 

424 

The  table  shows  that  apart  from  Whooping  Cough,  non- 
notifiable  diseases  showed  no  unusual  prevalence. 

Diphtheria. 

Detailed  statistics  relating  to  Diphtheria  are  printed  in 
Table  III.,  page  70. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  1939  was 
92  and  there  was  1 death  from  the  disease.  In  22%  of  the 
cases  the  patients  were  under  5 years  of  age,  in  24%  they  were 
between  5 and  9 years  of  age,  in  23%  they  were  between  10  and 
14  years,  and  in  31%  they  were  15  years  of  age  or  over.  The 
age  of  the  fatal  case  was  4 years. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria 


and  the  mortality  from  it  since 

1910 

Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths 

1910-15  average 

41 

6 

1916-20 

42 

8.2 

1921-25 

33 

3.8 

1926-30 

36 

2 

1931-35 

157 

15.8 

1!)36  

97 

6 

1937  

92 

9 

1938 

61 

2 

1939  

92 

1 

39 


Immunization . 

The  number  of  children  of  all  ages  who  attended  the  clinics 
for  immunisation  in  1939  was  19,  compared  with  26  in  193S. 
At  the  end  of  1939,  the  outbreak  of  war  made  the  immuniza- 
tion of  children  against  diphtheria  a matter  of  urgency.  It 
was  obvious  that  all  the  usual  methods  of  publicity  were  futile, 
so  every  mother  present  at  the  routine  school  medical 
inspection  of  her  child  was  given  a short  personal  talk  on 
immunization,  and  the  ravages  of  the  disease  fully  explained. 
A lecture  was  also  given,  attended  by  the  majorit}'  of  head 
teachers  in  the  area,  at  which  diphtheria  was  discussed  in  detail, 
so  that  they  could  give  clear  and  concise  answers  to  an}^  en- 
(juiring  parents.  The  majority  of  the  head  teachers  then 
invited  parents  to  their  schools,  and  gave  a short  talk  on  the 
disease. 

These  methods  proved  much  more  successful  than  any 
quantitj-  of  posters  and  leaflets,  although  they  took  up  much 
of  the  time  of  the  staff  of  the  department,  and  of  the  head 
teachers.  About  2000  consents  were  given,  representing  a 
third  of  the  school  population,  and  the  immunization  of  these 
children  began  early  in  1940.  The  campaign  was  then  e.xtended 
to  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  where  its  success  will  be  of  even 
greater  value. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  79  and  72  were  removed 
to  hospital.  There  were  two  deaths  from  the  disease.  In 
28%  ot  the  cases  the  patients  were  under  5 years  of  age,  in 
39%  of  the  cases  they  were  between  o and  9 years  ot  age, 
in  18%  of  the  cases  they  were  between  10  an  cl  14  years  of 
age,  ana  in  15%  of  the  cases  they  were  15  years  of  age  or  over. 
Both  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  and  deaths 
since  1910  : — 


Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths 

191 0-1 5 average 

143 

5.2 

1910-20 

88 

l.t 

1921-25 

131 

2.4 

1920-30 

104 

0.0 

1931-35 

233 

1.8 

1930 

88 

0 

1937 

130 

1 

1938 

121 

1 

1939 

79 

2 

40 


Enteric  Fever. 

Seven  cases  were  notified,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  In 
every  case  Paratyphoid  B infection  was  present. 

The  first  case,  a male  aged  35,  who  became  ill  about  May 
9th,  lived  outside  the  Borough  and  was  eventually  admitted 
to  a local  hospital  where  the  true  nature  of  his  illness  was 
discovered.  He  was  notified  to  the  Health  Department  on 
June  3rd. 

The  second  case,  a male  aged  18,  became  ill  on  July  27th, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  on  August  3rd 
for  observation,  where  it  was  confirmed  that  he  was  suffering 
from  Paratyphoid  B.  infection.  He  worked  in  the  area  from 
which  the  first  case  came.  As  his  parents  kept  a shop,  con- 
siderable anxiety  was  experienced  when  two  further  cases 
were  notified,  of  children  aged  8 and  9 respectively  on  August 
21st  and  August  23rd.  Exhaustive  enquiries,  however,  showed 
no  reasonable  grounds  for  associating  the  illnesses  of  the  two 
children  with  that  of  the  youth  of  18.  The  dates  of  onset 
in  these  two  cases  were  August  7th  and  13th  respectively. 

Three  further  cases  were  notified  of  an  adult  female  on 
September  3rd  (onset  August  27th),  a female  child  aged  9 on 
September  12th,  and  an  adult  female  on  September  12th 
(onset  August  5th).  It  was  then  noticed  that  although  the 
cases  were  not  connected  locally  in  any  discoverable  wa}’, 
four  of  the  last  five  cases  had  visited  a certain  area  far  from 
Dewsbury  for  the  benefit  of  their  health.  On  making  enquiries, 
it  was  found  that  many  cases  of  Parat3^phoid  B.  infection  had 
occurred  in  that  area  at  the  time  of  their  visits. 

No  further  cases  occurred,  which  in  view  of  other  happen- 
ings in  September,  1939,  was  a relief  to  all  concerned. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  since  1910,  and  the 
deaths  resulting  are  shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 


Year. 


Cases.  Deaths. 


1910-1  5 average 

191 0-20 

1921-25 

1920-30 

1931-35 

1930 

1937 

1938 

1 939 


18.8  4 

0.2  1.4 

5.4  0.0 

2.4  0 

1.2  0.4 

3 0 

0 0 

1 0 


0 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  tlic  year,  and  none  of  these 
died.  Four  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Mitchell  Laithes 
Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment,  while  the  other  two  occurred 
in  hospital,  where  the  cases  were  retained  and  treated. 

The  one  death  which  occurred  due  to  Puerperal  Sepsis 
was  not  notified  as  a case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  The  patient 
developed  tetanus  following  abortion. 

The  numbers  of  notifications  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 
and  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  since  1910  are  given  below  : — 


Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths 

1910-15  average 

3.5 

3 

1916-20 

3 

1.8 

1921-25 

2 

1.4 

1926-30 

8 

1.2 

1931-35 

5.8 

1 

1936  

12 

1 

1937  

8 

0 

1938  

8 

1 

1939  

6 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  and  in  neither  case  was  there 
any  resulting  impairment  of  vision.  The  numbers  of  noti- 
fications since  1914  are  given  below  ; — 


Year. 

Cases. 

1914-20  average 

13.9 

1921-25 

8.2 

1926-30 

9 

1931-35 

6.6 

1936  

2 

1937  

8 

1938  

5 

1939  

2 

Tuberculosis. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
the  disease.  Tuberculosis  Returns  as  furnished  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  the  occupations  of  those  who  died  of  the  disease 
during  1939,  are  given  in  Tables  XI.  to  XIV.,  pages  79  to  81. 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessar}'  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

During  1939,  47  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
(32  pulmonary  and  15  non-pulmonary),  and  there  were  27  deaths 
(25  pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary),  giving  a death  rate  of 
0.51  per  1,000  (0.47  pulmonary,  and  0.04  non-pulmonary). 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  and 
deaths  from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  since 
1912,  when  compulsor}’  notification  came  into  force. 
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Year 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Notifications. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Total 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Deattis. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Total 

1912-1916 

(average) 

107-5 

31-7 

139-2 

61-8 

16-8 

68-6 

1916-1920 

(average) 

97-4 

15-6 

113 

42-4 

11-6 

54 

1921-1925 

(average) 

43-6 

9-4 

53 

33-6 

9-2 

42-8 

1926-1930 

(average) 

38-6 

15-2 

53-8 

36-6 

9-4 

46 

1931-35 

(average) 

41.4 

18-8 

60-2 

32-2 

7-4 

39-6 

1936 

42 

23 

65 

24 

12 

36 

1937 

55 

22 

77 

22 

8 

30 

1938 

51 

29 

80 

16 

6 

22 

1939 

32 

15 

47 

25 

2 

27 

With  the  exception  of  one  death  due  to  non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  in  a child  under  one  year  of  age,  all  the  deaths 
in  1939  were  in  persons  over  the  age  of  15  years. 


Pneumonia. 

There  were  13  deaths  from  this  disease  in  1939,  compared 
with  29  deaths  in  1938.  Five  of  these  were  in  children  under 
2 years  of  age.  The  remainder  were  in  persons  over  35  years 
of  age. 

Erysipelas. 

There  were  13  cases  and  no  deaths  in  1939,  compared  with 
23  cases  and  no  deaths  in  1938.  Five  cases  were  removed  to 
Mitchell  Laithes  Isolation  Ffospital,  hve  cases  were  iiotified 
from  Staincliffe  County  Hospital  were  they  remained,  and  three 
cases  remained  at  home  as  hospital  treatment  was  not  considered 
necessary. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  in  1939. 

Only  11.6%  of  children  born  in  1939  were  vaccinated. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Persons,  clothing  and  bedding,  are  dealt  with  at  the  Cleans- 
ing Station  attached  to  the  Municipal  Buildings,  Halifax  Road. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  special  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Free  treatment  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  supplied  by  the 
Dewsbury  Corporation  in  conjunction  with  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  at  a clinic  held  at  the  Dewsbury  and  District 
General  Infirmary  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  G.  Foster  Smith. 
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The  new  patients  dealt  with  in  1939  numbered  163  (125 
males  and  38  females).  Of  these,  72  resided  in  Dewsbury,  and 
91  in  the  West  Riding.  The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the 
Clinic  was  4,709  of  which  2,165  were  made  by  Dewsbury 
residents. 

Detailed  statistics  are  printed  in  Table  XVI  IT,  page  84. 

Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1939  was  87,  a de- 
crease of  6 on  the  previous  year,  giving  a death  rate  of  1.65 
per  1000.  Details  are  given  in  Tables  IV.  and  V.,  page  71. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  deaths  was  as  follows  : — 


15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

all  ages 

Males 

1 — 



4 

8 

19 

1 

33 

Females 

— 3 

11 

11 

14 

10 

54 

Total 

1 

3 

5 

15 

19 

33 

11 

87 

When  X-Ra}’  Therapy  or  Radium  Treatment  is  required, 
cases  are  transferred  from  the  local  hospitals  to  the  Leeds 
General  Infirmary. 


The  numbers  of  deaths  from  Cancer  since  1910  are  shown 


following  table  : — 

Year. 

Deaths. 

1910-15  average  ... 

60.5 

1916-20 

62.2 

1921-25 

69.6 

1926-30 

86.2 

1931-35 

81.2 

1936  

89 

1937  

102 

1938  

93 

1939  

87 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ending 

31st  December,  1939. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hinchliffe  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  work  undertaken  b}' 
the  Sanitary  Department  in  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1939.  The  work  is  set  out  under  three  main  headings  ; — 

(!)  The  Sanitary  In.spection  of  the  District. 

(2)  Housing. 

(3)  Inspection  and  Supervi.sion  of  Food. 
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The  routine  work  of  the  Department  has  been  maintained, 
and  additional  duties  under  the  Shops  Acts  1912-38  and  Young 
Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938,  have  been  undertaken.  The 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  concerning  the  welfare  of  the 
shops  assistants  in  respect  of  hours  of  working,  Sunday  trading, 
and  half  day  closing  formerly  administered  by  the  Police  under 
the  Watch  Committee  are  now  the  joint  responsibility  of  that 
Committee  and  Health  Committee.  It  was  considered  that  the 
routine  inspections  necessary  for  the  proper  working  of  the 
Acts  could  be  best  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  the 
same  time  as  inspections  were  made  under  Section  10,  Shops 
Act,  1934.  This  latter  Section  refers  to  sanitary  accommodation, 
ventilation,  lighting  and  heating  of  premises,  and  is  administered 
by  the  Sanitary  Authorit3u 

New  legislation  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1939.  This  Act  is  both  a 
consolidator}"  and  amending  Act  containing  important  pro- 
visions for  the  registration  of  certain  food  premises,  licensing  of 
slaughterhouses  and  amends  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  when 
seizing  unsound  food. 

On  the  outbreak  of  war  considerable  time  was  devoted  to 
matters  of  civil  defence  and  a Casualty  Bureau  in  connection 
with  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  an  Air  Raid  Casualty  Centre  and  Information  Bureau 
were  set  up  and  incorporated  with  the  Sanitayy  Department. 


(1)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Drainage. 

All  plans  of  new,  additions,  or  alterations  to,  buildings 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Committee  are  examined  in  this  Department  lega’ding  the 
proposed  drainage. 


All  new  drains  and  alterations  to  existing  drains  are  exam- 
ined and  tested  by  means  of  the  smoke  test,  and  details  of 
inspections  and  tests  made  dining  the  year  are  given  below  : — 


Lciigtli  of  4 in.  drain  tested  by  smoke 
I.enfrth  of  1)  in.  drain  tested  by  smoke 
i\'o.  of  inspections  of  drainage 

,,  smoke  tests — New  drains  ... 

„ smoke  tests — Existing  drains 

,,  colour  tests  avjplied... 

drains  reconstructed 


Id],-) (10  ft. 
.-),S!)8  ft. 

...  nos 

.'{So 

3S 
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Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Closets  : 

No.  of  Pails  converted  to  Water  Closets 
„ W.W.C.  converted  to  Water  Closets 

,,  Privies  converted  to  Pails 

„ Privies  abolished 

„ W.C.’s  provided  to  new  buildings 

,,  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

,,  inspections  of  W.C.  accommodation 

„ inspections  of  Privies  and  Pails 

Position  at  31st  December,  1939  : — 

No.  of  Closets — \\'ater  Carriage  System 
,,  Conservancy  System 

Ashbins  and  Ashpits  : 

No.  of  ashpits  abolished 

„ ashpits  substituted  therefor  ... 

,,  dustbins  renewed 


1 

o 


3 

3 

38(i 

15 

594 


48 


15572 
. 202 


11 

29 

27 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  1039  the  following  inspections  were  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  premises  detailed  : — 


Nature  of  Inspection. 

Primary 

Insp’n 

Re-in- 

spection 

Total 

\'’isits 

Houses  : 

I’nder  Public  Health  Acts 

884 

15.32 

2416 

,,  Housing  Acts  ... 

43 

5903 

5946 

,,  Housing  Acts  (Overcrowding) 

22 

286 

.308 

Re  Ashes  Accommodation  ... 

176 

212 

388 

Re  Accumulations 

13 

14 

27 

Re  Cellars  Flooding 

46 

70 

116 

Re  Vermin 

111 

52 

16.3 

Re  Rats  and  IMice 

71 

24 

95 

Re  Water  Supply 

8 

2 

10 

Re  Yards,  Courts,  &c. 

73 

40 

113 

Visits  to — 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

36 

— 

36 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

56 

— 

56 

Schools  ... 

25 

7 

32 

Cinemas... 

...  5 

— 

5 

Canal  Boats 

6 

— 

6 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

2 

— 

2 

Piggeries 

36 

5 

41 

Urinals  ... 

64 

.3 

67 

Street  Oullies  and  Sewers 

11 

16 

27 

Re  Drainage 

991 

117 

1108 

To  Slaughterhou.ses 

...  25.34 

— 

2534 

Markets 

...  217 

— 

217 

Markets — Meat  Stalls 

...  5141 

— 

5141 

Market.s — Other  Food  Stalls  ... 

...  5192 

— 

5192 

Meat  Shops 

190 

— 

190 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

106 

— 

106 

General  Food  Premises 

121 

— 

121 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

93 

37 

130 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

28 

9 

37 

Bakehouses 

.50 

39 

89 

Milkshops  and  Dairies 

161 

3 

164 

Cowsheds 

171 

4 

175 

Offensive  Trades 

35 

— 

35 

Factories 

106 

22(i 

3.32 

Outworkers 

1 

— 

1 
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Re  Pharmacy  and  Poisons 

.84 

— 

84 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

...  4344 

— 

4344 

Shops  Acts 

291 

81 

372 

Smoke  Observations 

236 

— 

236 

Premises  visited  in  respect  thereto 

26 

— 

26 

Visits  re  Infectious  Disease 

155 

— 

155 

Miscellaneous 

...  1246 

— 

1246 

Visits  re  Closets — Water 

430 

164 

594 

Pails  and  Privies 

29 

19 

48 

Interviews  (Owners,  etc.)  ... 

287 

— 

287 

Visits  for  Food  & Drugs  Sampling 

384 

— 

384 

„ Rag  Flock  Sampling 

6 

— 

6 

,,  Fertiliser  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

9 

— 

9 

„ Water  Sampling  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Visits  re  Fumigation  of  Premises  ... 

471 

4 

475 

Complaints. 

Number  and  nature  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  : — • 

Dampness 

Vermin 

Refuse  Accommodation 
Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Water  Closets  ... 

Cisterns 

Water  Closet  drains  ... 

Overcrowding 
Water  Supply  : 

Defective  pipes 
Miscellaneous  ... 

Washing  Accommodation  : 

Sinks 

Sink  Waste  Pipes 
Set  Pots 
Drainage 

Cooking  Accommodation  ... 

Water  in  Cellar 
Miscellaneous 
General : 

Spouting 

Roofs 

Chimneys 

Pointing 

Brickwork 

Plasterwork 

Yard  Paving 

Subsidence 

Floors  ... 

Woodwork 
Eavesgutters  ... 

Fireplaces 

Windows 


55 

60 

25 

52 

6 

25 

12 


10 

8 


63 

22 

4 

38 

3 

23 

41 


35 

18 

24 

IS 

y 

y 

3 


6 

4 

3 


Total  ...  ...  591 


Nuisances. 

No.  of  Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1386 

„ Nuisances  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1053 

Action  under  Public  Health  Act  : 

Notices  Served.  Notices  Complied  Witli. 

Formal.  Informal.  Formal.  Informal. 

35  342  ;{()  26  i 


47 


Shops  Acts,  1912-38. 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938. 

The  Council  at  their  meeting  on  the  (ith  April,  1939,  decided 
that  the  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Shops  Acts,  1912-1938, 
should  be  re-delegated  as  between  the  Watch  Committee  and 
the  Health  Committee,  the  effect  being  that  the  Health  Com- 
mittee is  now  responsible,  in  conjunction  with  the  Watch 
Committee,  for  the  administration  of  the  whole  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Acts,  1912-1938. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  District  Sanitary  In- 
si)ectors  were  appointed  to  carry  out  such  duties  entailed  in 
addition  to  those  performed  under  Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act, 
1934,  and  also  to  administer  the  Young  Persons  (Employment) 
Act,  1938. 


Xo.  of  Inspections  of  Shops 

291 

,,  Re-Inspections  of  Shops 

81 

„ Shops  entered  on  Register  (31st  Dec.,  1939) 

238 

,,  Contraventions  noted 

202 

„ Notices  served  in  respect  thereof- 

— Verbal 

89 

Written 

30 

N'ature  of  Notice. 

Notices  Served 

Notices  Complied 
with. 

Written.  Verbal. 

Written.  Verbal. 

Provision  of  Forms  (other  than  “ K ”)  ... 
„ Form  " K ” (Scats  for  female 

24 

80 

15  53 

.A.ssistants) 

1 

11 

1 7 

„ Lighting  

1 

1 

5 1 

,,  \'entilation  ... 

8 

— 

5 — 

„ Washing  Accommodation  ... 

20 

2 

12  2 

„ Facilities  for  taking  meals 

5 

3 

3 2 

„ Heating... 

10 

3 

7 2 

Sanitary  Accommodation... 

10 

7 

6 4 

Hours  of  NN’orking 

2 

14 

2 14 

81  121  54  85 


At  their  meeting  on  the  6th  April,  1939,  the  Council  made 
an  Order,  The  County  Borough  of  Dewsbury  (Fried  Fish  and 
Chipped  Potatoes)  Order,  1939,  making  Wednesday  the  early 
closing  day  for  shops  within  the  Borough  with  the  exception 
of  a small  area  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  early  closing 
day  in  this  latter  is  fixed  for  Thursday. 

Camping  Sites. 

1.  There  were  no  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  during 
1939. 

2.  No  Licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Local  Authority 
undei  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

The  Council  continued  their  membership  of  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  Councillor 
H.  Shaw  being  the  representative  of  this  Corporation. 
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Number  of  Smoke  Observations  taken  ...  ...  236 

Number  of  premises  visited  in  respect  thereof  ...  26 


The  limit 

of  black  smoke  allowable, 

prescribed  in  the 

Byelaws,  is  3 
observation. 

minutes  in 

the  aggregate 

in  the 

half-hour 

Total  Smoke 

Emitted  in  Minutes. 

Number  of 

Black 

Moderate 

Little 

Observations 

or  None. 

236 

89 

3019 

3972 

Average  per 
Observation 

.38 

12.79 

16.83 

In  only  two  cases  was  the  three  minutes  limit  exceeded. 

Meteorological  Report,  1939. 

Observations 

AT  Crow  Nest  Park. 

Rainfall 

Sunshine 

inches 

Hours 

Minutes 

January 

4-69 

10 

20 

February 

1 -49 

39 

35 

March 

1 • 75 

80 

15 

April 

•43 

89 

30 

May 

•58 

101 

10 

June 

1-91 

109 

20 

July 

7-69 

77 

40 

August 

•93 

58 

20 

September 

•34 

42 

5 

October 

2-44 

30 

45 

November 

3-84 

23 

25 

December 

1-70 

13 

40 

27-69 

682 

5 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 
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Insufficient  water  for  analysis. 
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Swimming  Baths. 

The  ('orporation  own  tlie  only  Public  Baths  in  Dewsbury 
and  they  comprise  two  Plunge  Baths  together  with  Turkish 
and  Slipper  Baths. 

Two  samples  of  the  water  were  submitted  to  bacteriological 
e.xamination  and  two  samples  for  chemical  analysis.  In  each 
case  the  result  was  satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  41 

No.  of  visits  made  b}'  Sanitary  Inspectors  re  Vermin  163 

The  methods  used  to  eradicate  bed  bugs  vanes  with  the 
degree  of  infestation  : — 

1.  Hydro-Cyanide  Gas  Fumugation. 

2.  Spraying  with  Insecticide  (Zaldecide  or  Vermicene). 

3.  Fumigating  using  a proprietary  fumigant  (sulphur 
base) — Cimex 

4.  In  cases  of  bad  infestation  a combination  of  methods 
numbered  2 and  3. 

In  such  houses  where  the  owner  expresses  a desire  that  the 
house  be  disinfested  by  Hydro  Cyanic  Gas  an  outside  contractor 
does  the  work  e.xcepting  that  the  bedding  is  collected  by  the 
workmen  of  the  Sanitary  Department  early  in  the  morning  and 
treated  by  steam,  being  returned  during  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  following.  A small  charge  is  made  for  this  service. 

In  most  other  cases  of  bug  infestation  the  work  of  eradica- 
tion is  carried  out  by  the  workmen  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 

Methods. — Where  the  presence  of  bugs  in  a house  is 
confirmed  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspector  the  owner  is  noti- 
fied as  to  the  approximate  cost  of  disinfestation  and  at  the  same 
time  is  asked  to  arrange  for  the  removal  or  loosening  of  skirting 
boards,  picture  rails,  architraves,  mouldings,  etc.,  and  to  strip 
the  walls  of  paper. 

According  to  the  degree  of  severity  of  the  infestation 
depends  the  methods  of  eradication  to  be  adopted.  If  slight 
either  of  the  methods  2 or  3 mentioned  above  is  used.  In 
more  severe  cases  a combination  of  these  two  methods  is  adopted. 
The  house  is  first  of  all  spra3'ed  with  insecticide  before  the 
removal  of  an}"  woodwork,  followed  twentj^-four  hours  later 
b}"  fumigation,  and  in  turn  is  again  sprayed  with  insecticide. 
The  results  have  been  most  satisfactory. 

The  household  effects  and  furniture  of  persons  removing 
from  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  overcrowded  houses  to 
(Corporation  houses  are  treated  by  Hjxiro  Cyanic  Gas.  The 
furniture  is  put  into  a van  at  the  old  house  and  the  van 
taken  to  the  (Corporation  Yard  where  the  gas  is  apiilie.l. 


Clearanrc  Certificate  is  given  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
attendance  stating  tliat  the  furniture  is  gas-free  and  safe  to  use. 
It  is  then  unloaded  at  the  new  house.  The  removal  and  dis- 
infestation is  done  under  contract  by  an  outside  firm. 

The  bedding  and  bedclothes  are  collected  by  the  workmen 
of  the  Sanitary  Department  in  the  early  morning  and  steam 
disinfested,  being  returned  to  the  new  Council  house  the  same 
day.  The  people  removing  attend  during  removal  day  at  the 
Cleansing  Station  of  the  Sanitar}-  Department  where  they  bathe 
and  the  personal  clothing  is  treated  by  steam. 

Tenants  of  Corporation  property  are  under  an  obligation 
under  the  tenancy  agreement  to  notify  the  Department  when 
they  purchase  second  hand  furniture  in  order  to  allow  of  the 
inspection  of  the  goods  before  entering  the  house. 

No.  of  persons  bathed — Males  ...  ...  ...  867 

Females  ...  ...  ...  839 


Total 

No.  of  Articles  disinfested 


1700 

71897 


Disinfection  after  Infectious  Diseases. 

No.  of  visits  to  investigate  cases  of  infectious  disease  1.75 
„ „ houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  21 1 

..  »)  rooms  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  *1:17 

„ „ articles  „ „ „ „ „ 596 

„ „ visits  in  connection  with  above  447 

In  all  cases  the  bedding  is  collected  by  the  Sanitary  De- 
partment staff  and  steam  disinfected. 

In  addition  one  school  involving  four  rooms,  and  20  side 
wards  at  a hospital  were  disinfected. 


Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911-28. 

Four  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  3’ear  at  two 
premises  where  Rag  Flock  is  manufactured  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Sample  Chlorine  as  Soluble  Chlorides. 

No.  Allowed.  Found. 

1 ...  30  parts  per  100,000  ...  14  parts  per  100,000 

•>  ->2 

w . . . ,,  ,,  ...  ,,  f, 

.1  ...  ,,  ,,  ...  .)0  ,,  ,, 

4 17 

^ ...  ,,  ,,  ...  j-f  ,,  ,, 


warning  letter  was  sent  b}’  the  Town  Clerk  to  the  manu- 
facturer concerned  in  the  case  of  Sample  No.  3 and  subsequent 
samples  taken  have  proved  satisfactorj-. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 

No.  of  Samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs  taken  during  j-car  ...  4 

„ „ Fertilisers  „ „ „ ...  5 
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Sample  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  . 

Total 

Lawn  Fertiliser  ... 

1 ...  — 

1 

Rose  Manure 

— ...  1 

1 

General  Fertilisers 

2 ...  — 

2 

Bone  Meal 

1 ...  — 

1 

Winter  Milk  Ration 

1 ...  1 

2 

Dried  Mollassed  Beet  Pulp 

1 ...  — 

1 

Dairy  Cubes 

1 ...  — 

1 

7 2 

9 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act. 

No.  of  Registered  Premises 

80 

„ „ Inspections  of  Registered  Premises 

94 

Offensive  Trades. 

Classification. 

No. 

Tanners 

1 

Fat  Extractors 

1 

Fat  Melters  ... 

1 

Fellmongers  ... 

3 

Gut  Scrapers  ... 

2 

Size  Makers  ... 

1 

Soap  Boilers  ... 

2 

Tripe  Boilers  ... 

7 

18 


The  premises  have  been  kept  throughout  the  year  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Byelaws  governing  the 
particulai  trade. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  35 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act. 

No.  of  inspections  of  rat  infested  premises  ...  ...  71 

„ „ Re-inspections  „ „ „ ...  ...  44 

During  1939  the  practice  has  been  continued  of  supplying 
rat  baits  to  occupiers  of  premises  where  rat  infestation  is  known 
or  suspected.  During  National  Rat  Week  an  effort  is  made 
to  get  the  public  rat  conscious  by  widespread  advertising 
by  poster  and  press.  In  my  view  such  efforts  should  be  sus- 
tained for  the  remaining  51  weeks  in  the  year.  The  Council 
decided  at  the  end  of  1939  to  appoint  a rat  catcher  for  a tem- 
porary period  of  12  months,  the  appointment  being  made  in 
1940.  If  all  Authorities  had  the  services  of  a full  time  rat 
catcher,  part  and  parcel  of  the  Public  Health  Services,  it  would 
go  far  to  eliminating  this  menace  and  would  be  the  means  of 
saving  a great  quantity  of  foodstuffs. 

Rat  Week,  6th  November  to  11th  November,  1939. 

No.  of  baits  laid  on  tips,  at  sewage  works  and  in  sewers,  1630. 

No.  of  baits  taken,  1483. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  Common  Lodging  Houses, 
registered  for  54  beds,  closed,  action  being  taken  under  the 
Housing  Acts  in  respect  of  the  basement  kitchens.  There  is 
one  other  lodging  house  in  the  Borough  registered  at  31st 
December,  li)3h,  the  accommodation  provided  being  42  beds. 
No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

The  attention  of  the  Deput}^  Keepers  was  drawn  to  .several 
contraventions  of  the  Byelaws  which  were  quickly  rectified. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

Eleven  of  the  houses  let  in  lodgings  were  included  in  a 
Clearance  Area,  and  an  enquiry  was  held  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  IMaj’,  1939,  The  result  of  such  Enquiry/  was  not 
received  up  to  31st  December,  1939,  and  will  be  held  up  for  the 
duration  of  the  war. 

No.  of  visits  made  in  1939  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Licensed  Premises. 

Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  the  sanitar}-  accommo- 
dation at  three  licensed  premises  and  substantial  alterations 
and  improvements  at  one  of  the  houses  were  completed  by 
31st  December,  1939. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

No.  of  primary  inspections  of  Factories — Mechanical  91 

— Non-mechanical  15 
No.  of  re-inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 
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No.  and  type  of  notices  served  and  complied  with  : — 


In  respect  of — 

Written 

Verbal 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Lighting  

11 

9 

1 

1 

Ventilation  ...  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

42 

40 

9 

7 

Cacai  Boats. 

Six  inspections  were  made  of  canal  boats  and  in  each  case 
were  satisfactory. 

Schools. 

Thirty-two  inspections  of  the  sanitar}-  accommodation 
of  schools  were  made. 


Water  Closets.  I Trough  Cosets.  Pail  Closets.  Drinking  Fount 
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(2)  HOUSING. 

Tn  Miiy,  1039,  the  Minister  ol  Healtli  licld  an  inquiry  in 
respect  of  the  following  Clearance  Areas. 

The  position  as  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  given  in  Column  4. 


Area 

Houses 

Persons 

Position  at 

31st  December,  1939 

Princes  Street /Swallow  Road 

47 

97 

Confirmed  bv  Ministry 

Hill  End  

32 

91 

M M 

Old  Bank  Road  No.  1 

14 

27 

Old  Bank  Road  No.  2 

9 

22 

Providence  Street,  T’hill  Lees 

25 

85 

,, 

Flatts  No.  1 

1 5(i 

532 

In  abeyance  due  to  war 

East  boro’ 

249 

790 

M 

Cooper  Square... 

1 1 

1(5 

■' 

In  addition,  69  houses  were  represented  to  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Committee  as  individually  unfit  houses 
with  the  following  results  ; — 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  19  houses. 
Undertaking  to  make  fit  were  accepted  in  respect  of  15 
houses. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  35  houses. 

Under  Section  62  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  owner  to  inscribe  in  the  rent  book  the  permitted  number 
of  persons  allowed  to  reside  in  the  house. 

Eighteen  certificates  concerning  177  houses  were  issued 
during  1939  to  the  owners  or  agents  concerned. 

Eight  licences  allowing  the  temporary  overcrowding  of 
houses  were  granted  during  the  3'ear. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  1939  : — 

B}’ Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

B\-  the  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Total  ...  374 


Housing  Statistics. 

1.  — Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  1178 

(/))  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  4154 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  4;{ 

(5)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  95 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  4:5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  I44 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  .7(18 
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3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

servi  e of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

{b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  I'^umber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .571 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo- 

lition Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

(3)  Number  of  Houses  for  which  undertakings  were  submitted 

and  accepted  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(4)  Number  of  Houses  made  fit  on  undertakings  accepted  by 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  35 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  322 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  334 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  1895 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(c)  (1)  Numberof  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year...  286 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  1605 

{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(e)  Temporary  overcrowding  Licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  8 


(3)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

No.  of  Retail  Purve3'ors  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

„ „ Dairy  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

„ „ Producers  and  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  48 

„ „ Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

„ „ cowsheds  altered  or  I'epaired...  ...  ...  o 

„ „ cowsheds  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ „ inspections  of  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  175 

„ „ inspections  of  milkshops  and  dairies  ...  164 

„ „ contraventions  noted  ...  ...  ...  ID 

„ „ contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ID 
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Examination  of  Milk. 

Sixty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Bac- 
teriologist and  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  : — 


Not 


Designation 

Satisfy 

Satisf’x^ 

Total 

Ordinary 

21 

10 

31 

Accredited 

23 

4 

27 

Tuberculin  tested 

9 

— 

9 

53 

14 

67 

Six  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Plate  Count  Test.  Five  were  satisfactory  and  one  not  satis- 
factory. 

The  above  six  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  submitted 
also  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  and  again  five  were  satisfactory 
and  one  not  satisfactory. 

The  standard  laid  down  in  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936  and  1938,  for  Pasteurised  milk  is  that  the  milk 
must  not  contain  more  than  100,000  bacteria  per  millilitre. 

3 of  the  samples  contained  less  than  25,000  bacteria  per 
millilitre. 

1 of  the  samples  contained  between  25,000  and  50,000 
per  millilitre. 

1 of  the  samples  contained  between  50,000  and  100,000 
per  millilitre. 

1 of  the  samples  contained  over  100,000  bacteria  per 
millilitre. 

In  each  of  the  above  cases  where  the  result  was  not  satis- 
factory subsequent  samples  have  been  taken  with  satisfactory 
results.  The  cause  is  often  traced  to  the  lack  of  efficient 
sterilisation  of  cans  and  utensils,  and  it  would  certainly  be 
beneficial  if  the  compulsory  provision  of  sterilising  apparatus 
was  made  a condition  of  registration  as  a dairy  min. 

Sixty-three  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  biological 
examination  for  B.  Tuberculosis. 


Designation 

Number 

Submitted 

Negative 

Positive 

Ordinary  ... 

22 

20 

2 

Accredited 

26 

23 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

9 

9 

— 

Pasteurised 

6 

6 

— 

63 

58 

5 

58 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936-38. 

Thenumbcr  of  licences  held  at  .‘ilst  December,  1939,  were  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested — 

Licence  to  produce  and  bottle  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Licence  to  bottle  and  sell  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Licence  to  sell  ...  ...  s 

Supplementary  licence  to  sell  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accredited — 

Licence  to  produce  and  bottle  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Licence  to  produce  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Licence  to  sell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pasteurised — 

Licence  to  pasteurise,  bottle  and  sell  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licence  to  sell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


During  the  year  two  licences  to  produce  Accredited  milk 
were  revoked. 

One  licence  to  produce  and  bottle  and  one  licence  to  pro- 
duce Accredited  milk  were  granted. 

In  connection  with  the  two  new  licences,  alterations  were 
carried  out  to  existing  dairies  and  sterilising  apparatus  installed. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  October,  1939,  consolidates  and  amends  the  various 
enactments  which  previousl}"  related  to  meat  and  other  foods. 
By  this  Act  all  slaughterhouses  are  now  subject  to  annual 
licence  ; where,  however,  a licence  was  held  before  the  passing 
of  this  Act  in  respect  of  a slaughterhouse,  the  occupier  is 
deemed  to  hold  a licence  until  the  expiration  of  four  months 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Act,  that  is  up  to  the  31st  Jan- 
uary, 1940. 

Before  the  Act  came  into  operation  war  was  declared  where- 
upon the  Government  took  control  of  the  distribution  of  meat, 
and  centralised  the  slaughtering  of  animals.  Dewsbur}',  not 
having  within  its  boundary  a public  abattoir  or  single  private 
slaughterhouse  large  enough  for  the  demands  of  the  district, 
is  now  dependent  on  supplies  killed  outside  the  area.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made,  however,  that  before  the  distribution 
to  the  shops  the  meat  is  inspected  by  the  District  Inspectors 
in  the  allocation  centre.  This  again  is  outside  the  borough, 
and  it  is  only  due  to  the  courte.sy  and  helpfulness  of  the  neigh- 
bf)uring  Authority  that  we  are  allowed  to  inspect  the  meat. 
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Another  important  provision  in  the  Act  is  tlie  registration 
of  premises  used  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of,  or  storage  of, 
ice  cream,  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food>intended  for  sale,  also  that 
any  premises  in  which  food  intended  for  human  consumption, 
other  than  milk,  is  prepared  for  sale,  or  sold,  must  be  provided 
with  suitable  washing  facilities  with  a sufficient  supply  of  hot 
and  cold  water  for  the  use  of  the  persons  employed.  A stan- 
dard of  requirements  for  (1)  Food  Preparing  Premises  and  (2) 
Slaughterhouses  were  drawn  up  by  your  Chief  Sanitary  In- 
spector and  presented  to  the  Health  Committee,  being  adopted 
and  passed  by  the  Council  in  the  early  part  of  1940. 


Meat. 

A Meat  Marking  Scheme  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  was  in  operation  up  to  the  cessation  of  private 
slaughtering.  All  meat  killed  within  the  borough  is  examined 
by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  this  often  means 
working  after  ordinar}^  office  hours,  and  on  Sundays. 

The  meat  slaughtered  outside  the  borough  is  inspected 
at  the  shops. 

The  quality  of  the  meat  has  been  of  a high  standard  and 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 


Number  of  Private  Slaughterhouses  Registered 
„ Licensed 


Number  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses 


21 


2534 


Number  of  Licences  to  slaughter  animals — 

{a)  Issued  during  1939 . ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

{b)  total  issued  up  to  31st  December,  1939  ...  02 


Number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected — 


Unfit  for  food 

Animals 

killed 

Carcase  with 

Parts  of 

all  organs 

carcase 

Cattle  (excluding cow.s)  ... 

2325 

0 

60 

Cows 

568 

3 

43 

Calves 

163 

1 

— 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

14417 

1 



Pigs  

6578 

13 

142 

24051 

27 

245 

60 
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iii. — Various  Organs. 


Head  and 
Tongue 

Lungs 

Liver 

Stomach 

— 

Heart  j 

— — ^ 

1 

Spleen  j 

1 

Mesentery  j 

Intestines 

Udders 

Omentum  j 

Kidneys 

1 

Pancreas  | 

1 

Skirt  j 

Feet 

Uterus 

Tuberculosis — 

Cows  . . . 

75 

273 

46 

9 

9 

8 

60 

12 

6 

1 

9 

6 

5 

4 

5 

Heifers 

28 

65 

17 

8 

9 

9 

13 

9 

5 

3 

10 

10 

8 

12 

8 

Bulls  ... 

5 

9 

Bullocks 

35 

117 

31 

3 

3 

3 

39 

3 

— 

I 

8 

5 

4 

1 

— 

Pigs  ... 

236 

2.30 

188 

3 

128 

84 

359 

3 

I 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Inflammatory 

Diseases — 
Cows  ... 

1 

I 

2 

_ 

__ 

Bullocks 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pigs  ... 

— 

69 

14 



10 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Calves 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Parasitic 

Diseases — 
Cows  ... 

o 

5 

1 

Heifers 

— 

T 

6 

Bullocks 

— 

1 

7 

Pigs 

— 

0 

8 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Sheep 

4 

Other 

Diseases — 

Cows  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Bullocks 

2 

2 

4 

Pigs  ... 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

— 

5 

3 

3 

4 

4 

Calves 

1 

The  weight  of  meat  condemned  is  given  as  under — 


Meat  Condemned 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Weight  of  Beef  ... 

4 

2 

2 

24 

Weight  of  Beef  Offal  ... 

5 

4 

3 

26 

Weight  of  Pork 

2 

9 

2 

25 

Weight  of  Pork  Offal  ... 

I 

8 

3 

12 

13 

6 

1 

3 
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Number  of  inspections  of  Meat  Shops  and  Stalls  made  was 
5231. 

Particulars  of  other  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  food — 


Tinned  Food — 

Vegetables  ...  ...  .37  tins 

Fruit  194  „ 

Fish  29 

Meat  17  „ 

Milk  and  Cream  ...  49  ,, 


317 


Fresh  Food — 

Mussels  ...  ...  ...  2 bags 

Cockles  ...  ...  ...  4 ,, 

Chickens  ...  ...  0 

Rabbits  ...  ...  344 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  70  lbs. 

Preserved  Eggs  ...  ...  174 


Markets. 

Number  and  classification  of  stalls  on  which  food  is  sold — 


Fish 

8 

Meat 

21 

Meat  (Cooked) 

7 

Tripe 

4 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

20 

Confectionery 

11 

71 

Number  of  visits  made  to  market  ...  ...  ...  21 7 

There  are  two  markets  in  the  town,  a covered  permanent 
market  hall  and  an  open  market  which  is  held  twice  weekly 
on  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  They  are  regularly  visited 
during  the  day  and  evening  of  both  days  and  the  produce 
is  examined.  During  the  week  the  open  market  is  occupied 
by  several  hshmongers. 

General  Food  Premises. 


Number  of  visits  to  General  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  172 

„ ,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

,,  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

„ „ Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

„ „ Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  lOO 

„ „ Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 
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Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

The  object  of  the  Orders  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  is  to 
ensure  that  the  purchasers  of  any  of  the  articles  named  know 
their  origin.  The  goods  so  far  subjected  to  such  Orders  are 
honey,  fresh  apples,  currants,  sultanas  and  raisins,  eggs  in  shell, 
dried  eggs,  oats  and  oat  products,  raw  tomatoes,  chilled  salmon. 
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butter,  poultry,  bacon,  ham  and  chilled  and  frozen  meat. 
There  are  alternative  ways  of  marking,  either  the  name  of  the 
country,  or  “ Foreign  ” or  “ Empire  ” as  the  case  may  be. 

4344  visits  have  been  made  to  market  stalls  and  other 
shops  for  the  enforcement  of  these  Orders,  and  157  contraven- 
tions noted,  all  of  which  were  remedied  after  verbal  intimation 
to  the  person  concerned. 

Margarine. 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  trade  of  Wholesale  Dealers  in  Margarine. 

Adulteration  of  Food. 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  Public  Analyst 
for  examination  during  the  year  1939  are  shown  on  the  next  page. 


Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  Examination 

during  the  Year  1939. 


Article 

Informal 

Formal  | 

To 

Lai 

Taken 

Genuine 

Aclult’d 

Genuine 

Adult’d 

Genuine 

Adult’d 

Milk  and  Cream ~ 

Milk  ...  

120 

1 

105 

14 

105 

15 

Tiniu'il  Milk 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Dried  Milk 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Tinned  Cream  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Other  Food  and  Drugs  — 
Arrowroot  

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Aspirins  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Beef  Suet 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Black  Pudding  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Brandy  ... 

1 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 

— 

Bread 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Butter  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cake 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Candied  Peel 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Canned  .Sild 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cheese 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Chocolate  Laxative 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ' ’... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cocoanut 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil  ...  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Coffee  Extract  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Colouring  Matter 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Compound  Lard 

I 

T 

— 

— 

— 

T 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

t 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cornflour 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cream  Bun 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cream  Slice 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dripping 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Flavouring  Essence 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Fruit  Laxative  ... 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Gin 

9 

— 

~ 

2 

— 

•> 

— 

Glace  Cherries  ... 

T 

1 

— 

— 

— 

T 

— 

Glvcerine 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Grape  Fruit  Marmalade 

1 

T 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Grape  Fruit  Squash 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Honey 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Icing  Sugar 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jam  

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Jellies 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Kidney  Kleansers 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Lard 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Lemonade  Crystals 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 



Lemon  Curd 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malted  Milk  

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

T 

T 

— 

— 

— 

T 

— 

Margarine 

9 

1) 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Mint  Sauce  Vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Mustard 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pepper  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ 

Potted  Meat 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rice 

1 

T 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rum 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Saccharin 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sausages 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Self-raising  flour 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Soda  Water 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Soup 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar 

T 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tapioca  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tea  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tea  Cake 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tinned  Fish 

j 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

Tinned  Fruit 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Tinned  Peas 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Treacle  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Vigovita  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

•> 

— 

Whisky 

— 

— 

— 

Wine 

— 

— 

Yeast 

T 

I 

— 

— 

— 

T 

— 

Zinc  OintmcMit  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  ; 

Milk  and  Cream... 

IS."") 

1.') 

1 

10.5 

14 

120 

15 

Other  Food  and  Drugs 

1 14 

104 

1 

7 

111 

3 

249 

1 19 

2 

112 

1(> 

231 

18 

Number  of  5 

samples  p 

er  tlinusaiul  of  pop 

ulalion 

..  4.7 

Go 


Particulars  of  Adulteration. 


No.  of 
Sample 


Article 


Adulteration  or  Offence 


Remarks 


1704 

1708 

1721 

1723 

1734 

1770 

1770 

1790 

1791 


720c 

721c 


1840 
1842 
1872 
1 900 

1914 

1915 
1 930 


Milk 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


do. 

Fruit  laxa- 
do.  tive 
do. 

Milk 

do. 

do. 


90.7%  minimum  proportion  of  Fat 
97.3%  do. 

94.7%  do. 

8.2%  .Added  Water 

5.0%  do.  

00.7%  miTiimum  proportion  of  Fat 
98.7%  do. 

70.0%  do. 

03.3%  do. 


90.0”'o  <1<)- 

89.3%  do. 


95.3%  do. 

No  fruit  content — 1 1/20  grains 
phenolphthalein 
No  fruit  content 
0.5%  added  water 
5.2%  do. 

6.0%  do.  ("  In  course  of  delivery”)  J 


Vendor  warninl 
do. 
do. 

Prosecution 

do. 

Informal  sample 
Vendor  warned 
Takenincoursc 
of  Delivery 
“ Appeal  to 
cow  ” — taken  by 
outside  Auth- 
ority. Warning 
letter. 

Vendor  warned 

Prosecution 

pending 

Prosecution 

pending 


Result  of  Prosecution 

Samples  Result 

Nos.  1734/38  No.  1734  " Course  of  delivery  ” Fined  ;^3  and  Costs 

No.  1735/38  “ .Appeal  to  Cow  ” (Total  ^^5/ 12/6) 

Sale  of  Milk  Regulations. 

The  minimum  standard  required  for  milk  is  laid  down  in 
the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901,  now  superseded  by  the  Sale 
of  Milk  Regulations,  1939,  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938.  Milk  should  contain  not  less  than  3.0%  butter 
fat  and  8.5%  solids  not  fat.  Milk  samples  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  the  3'ear  jdeld  the  following  results  : — 


Month 

Number 
of  samples 
taken 

Average 

Residts 

Number 

adulterated 

Fat 

Solids  not  fat 

April 

15 

3 • 33 

8-84 

2 

Mav 

13 

3-47 

8-78 

3 

June  

13 

3 ■ 58 

8-91 

— 

July 

13 

3-25 

8 • 90 

6 

August 

15 

3 • 55 

8-92 

— 

September  ... 

8 

4 ■ 32 

!)  • 1 3 

— 

October 

15 

4 -23 

9-11 

1 

November  ... 

5 

4 -09 

9-10 

— 

December 

23 

3 • 82 

8-91 

3 

Total... 

120 

3 • 74 

8 • 95 

15 

Percentage  adulterated — 12^% . 
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Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations. 

Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations. 

Tliree  samples  of  condensed  milk  and  eight  samples  of 
dried  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and  were 
found  to  be  genuine  and  to  comply  with  the  above  regulations. 


Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations. 

Number  Preservatives  Allowed 

Food  of  Nature  Amount 

Contra- 

Milk  

Samples 

120 

None 

(Parts  per  mi 
None 

.)  ventions 
None 

Butter 

1 

„ 

Cake 

.1 

Cheese 

4 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

.3 

Cream 

4 

Dried  Milk 

8 

Fish  Paste 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

2 

Malted  Milk 

2 

Margarine 

fl 

Potted  Meat 

2 

Meat  Paste 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

Tinned  Fish 

2 

„ 

Candied  Peel 

1 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

ifio 

Coffee  E.xtract 

1 

Benzoic  Acid 

450 

Cornflour  ... 

1 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

100 

Glace  Cherries 

1 

100 

Grape  Fruit  Squash 

1 

70 

Jam  

4 

Benzoic  Acid 
Sulphur  Dioxide 

120 

40 

Jellies 

1 

loot) 

Marmalade 

1 

40 

Sausages  ... 

4 

450 

Sugar 

3 

70 

Treacle  ... 

1 

70 

Wine  (Non-Alch.) 

2 

350 

I would  like  to  pay 

Benzoic  Acid  600 

tribute  to  my  predecessoi. 

Mr.  R.  W 

McDonald,  who  inaugurated  the  system  now  used  in  the  Depart- 
ment, which  experience  has  proved  to  be  entirel}'  satisfactory. 

Mr.  R.  Martin  left  the  Department  on  securing  a position 
at  Romford,  Essex.  Messrs.  D.  Lister,  J.  Clark  and  F.  Burgin 
were  appointed  during  the  year,  the  latter  joining  H.M.  Forces 
shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  war. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  tender  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Flealth  and  Housing  Committees  my  thanks 
for  the  help  and  consideration  given  to  me  during  the  t’ear, 
and  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  my  deep  appreciation  for 
the  help  and  support  he  has  extended  to  me  in  the  course  of 
my  duties. 

I desire  also  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  and 
valuable  services  rendered  by  the  District  Inspectors,  clerical 
staff  and  workmen  of  the  Department. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HAWORTH,  M.S.I.A., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspecio>'. 


STATISTICAL 

TABLES. 
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TABLE  I. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Place 

Time 

Child  Welfare 

Ravensthorpe  Council  Offices 
Health  Dept.,  Municipal  ^ 
Buildings,  Halifax  Road  J 
Thornhill  Council  Offices 
Earlsheaton  Council  Offices 

Monday,  2 p.m. 
Wednesday,  2 p.m. 
Saturday,  10  a.m. 
Thursday,  2 p.m. 
Tue.sday,  2 p.m. 

Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

School  Clinics 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home 

Monday,  10.30  a.m.- 
2 p.m. 

Tuesday,  2 p.m. 
Thursday,  2 p.m. 

Minor  Ailments 

School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

Daily 

Refractions 

do. 

By  Appointment 

Inspection 

do. 

Monday,  9.30  a.m. 

Dental 

do. 

Daily 

Dental 

Ravensthorpe  Council  Offices 

Daily 

Diphtheria  Immunization  * 

School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

Saturday,  9-.30  a.m. 

Tuberculosis 

Northfields  House,  Bath  Street 

Monday,  6 p.m. 
Friday,  2 and  0 p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases 

(jointly  with  West  Riding) 

Dewsbury  General  Infirmary 

Monday,  2 p.m. 
Thursday,  7p.m. 
Every  morning 
and  evening 

Dewsbury  Day  Nursery 
(Voluntary  Institution) 

Eightlands  Road 

Daily,  6.30  a.m.  to 

5 p.m.  Saturday 
till  noon. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Dewsbury  General  Infirmary 

3 p.m.  Second  Tues- 
day in  the  month 

Consultant  Ophthalmic  Clinic 

School  Clinic 

By  Appointment 

♦Immunization  is  also  provided  free  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 
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TABLE  II. 

A. — Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


No.  of  Cases  during  1938  and  1939. 


Cases  Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

1933 

1939 

1938 

1939 

1938 

1939 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

121 

79 

116 

72 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

61 

92 

60 

90 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

7 

1 

6 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia 

9 

6 

0 

6 

1 

3 

Neonatorum 

0 

2 

9 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

7 

1 

4 

29 

13 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis 

23 

13 

12 

10 

— 

— 

Lethargica  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Anthra.x 

3 

2 

.3 

2 

— 



Dysentry  ... 

10 

2 

8 

2 

B. — Analysis  of  Total  Notified  Cases  according  to  Age. 


Under 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

1 

1 

8 

10 

31 

14 

6 

Diphtheria 

0 

1 

5 

6 

8 

22 

21 

14 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Neonatorum 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Anthrax 

Dysentry 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

20-35 


36-46 


46-05 


Total 


5 

11 

1 

4 


1 

3 

2 

1 


79 

92 

7 

6 


3 

2 

1 


2 

7 

13 


10  (O 


70 
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TABLE  IV. 

Deaths  from  Cancer — 1939. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000 

for  the  last 

Dewsbury 

10  years. 

England 
and  Wales 

1930 

1-49 

1-45 

1931 

1-69 

1-48 

1932 

1-48 

1-61 

1933 

1-58 

1-53 

1934 

1-48 

1-56 

1935 

1 -48 

1-69 

1936 

1-67 

1-63 

1937 

1-92 

1-63 

1938 

1-76 

1-66 

1939 

1 • 65 

— 

Deaths  from  Cancer  in 

Dewsbury 

in  Age  Periods. 

Age  Period... 

Male 

Female  Total 

Under  25  years  ... 

1 

— 

1 

25  to  35  years  ... 

— 

3 

3 

35  to  45  years  ... 

— 

5 

5 

45  to  55  years  ... 

4 

11 

15 

55  to  65  years  ... 

8 

11 

19 

65  to  75  years  . . . 

19 

14 

33 

75  years  and  over 

1 

10 

11 

33 

54 

87 

TABLE  V. 

Sites 

of  Fatal  Cancer. 

Inter- 
national 
Group  No. 

Sites 

Male 

Female 

Total 

46 

Liver 

3 

2 

5 

Stomach  ... 

5 

6 

11 

Bowels  ... 

2 

16 

18 

Rectum  ... 

5 

6 

11 

Pancreas 

1 

2 

3 

47 

Larynx  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Lung  

1 

2 

3 

48 

Uterus 



5 

5 

Ovary 

— 

1 

1 

49 

Breast 



7 

7 

Vulva 

— 

— 

— 

51 

Bladder  ... 

2 

1 

3 

53 

Skin 

3 

1 

4 

Various  ... 

11 

5 

1() 

33 

54 

87 
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. TABLE  VI. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

I. — Return  to  be  made  by  all  Welfare  Authorities. 


1.  Population  of  the  area  served  by  the  Council  (1939)  ...  ...  62860 


2.  Number  of  births  notified  in  that  area  during  the  year  under  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  as  adjusted  by  any  transferred 
notifications  : 

778 
31 
809 
768 
41 


(а)  Live  Births 

(б)  Still  Births 

(c)  Total  

(d)  By  Midwives  ... 

(e)  By  Doctors  and  Parents 


3.  Health  Visiting. 

(i)  Number  of  Officers  employed  for  health  visiting  at  the  end 

of  the  year  : 

(а)  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(б)  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Equivalent  of  whole-time  services  devoted  by  the  whole  staff 

to  health  visiting  (including  attendance  at  infant  welfare 
centres) — 

(a)  in  the  case  of  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  Council  100  % 

(b)  in  the  case  of  Health  Visitors  employed  by  Voluntary 

Associations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


(iii)  Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health 
Visitors  : 


{a)  to  expectant  mothers — 

First  visits 
Total  visits 

{b)  to  children  under  1 year  of  age — 

First  visits 
Total  visits 

(c)  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  6 years — 
Total  visits 


257 

467 


748 

4122 


11005 


4.  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(a)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council  4 

(5)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  Voluntary 

Associations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  for 

the  first  time  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of 
the  first  attendance,  were — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  626 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  6 years  17 

(d)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres 

during  the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were — 

(i)  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  610 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  1 and  6 years  396 
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6.  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Services. 

(a)  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics  (whether  held  at 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  at  other  premises)  : 

Ante-  Post- 
Natal.  Natal 

(i)  Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  maintained  by 

the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 

(ii)  Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  maintained  by 

Voluntary  Associations  ...  ...  ...  — — 

(iii)  Total  number  of  women  who  attended  at  the 

Clinics  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  (iS.’l  14 

(b)  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante-natally 
examined  and  of  cases  post-natally  examined  during 
the  year,  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Council 
with  private  medical  practitioners,  e.xcluding  cases 

included  under  5 (a)  (iv)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 


6.  Supply  of  Milk  and  Food. 

{a)  Indicate  what  arrangements  are  made  for  this  service  by  inserting 
" Yes  ” or  " No  ” in  each  space  in  the  following  table  : — 


Terms  of  supply 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Nursing 

Mothers 

Children 
under  5 years 
of  age 

Milk- 

Free,  or  at  less  than  cost 
price,  in  necessitous  cases 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

At  cost  price  in  other  cases 
{e.g.,  sale  of  dried  milk  at 
Centres) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Meals  supplied  at  Dining 
Centres — - 

Free,  or  at  less  than  cost 
price,  in  necessitous  cases 

Yes 

Yes 

No. 

At  cost  price  in  other  cases 
(e.g.,  sale  of  dried  milk  at 
Centres)  ... 

No 

No 

No 

Other  Food- 

Free,  or  at  less  than  cost 
price,  in  necessitous  cases 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

At  cost  price  in  other  cases 
(e.g.,  sale  of  dried  milk  at 
Centres) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

{b)  Total  quantity  of  milk  supplied  during  the  year  to  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  young  children  : — 


(i)  By  the  Council 

(ii)  By  Voluntary  Associations  operating 
in  the  area  of  the  Council  ... 


Liquid  i Dried 


gallons  pounds 

Nil  1 40460 

Nil  — — 


Nil 


Totals 


40469 
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7.  Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals. 

Separate  maternity  institutions  provided  by  the  Council 

Number  of  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  maternity  beds  (e.Kciusive  of  isolation  and  labour 

beds)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.5 

Total  number  of  women  admitted  to  these  beds  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

Number  of  beds  (included  in  the  figures  above)  allocated 
to,  and  reserved  for,  expectant  mothers  in  need  of 
hospital  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  women  sent  by  Council  during  the  year  to 

other  Maternity  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

8.  Day  Nurseries. 

(a)  Number  of  da5r  nurseries  : 

(i)  provided  by  the  Council...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  provided  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  ...  ...  1 

(i))  Number  of  places  for  children  under  6 years  of  age  in  the 

nurseries  : 

(i)  provided  by  the  Council...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  provided  by  Voluntary  Associations  ...  ...  ...  60 

(c)  Total  number  of  attendances  of  children  at  these  nurseries 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Full  4684 

Do.  do.  do.  half-day  408 


9.  Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease. 

Number  of 
cases 
notified 
during 
the  year 

Number  of 
cases 

visited  by 
officers  of 
the  Council 

Number  of 
cases  for 
whom  home 
nursing  was 
provided  by 
the  Council 

Number  of 
cases 

removed  to 
hospitals 

(1)  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 

9 

2 

(2)  Pemphigus 
Neonatorum 

_ 

(3)  Puerperal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(4)  Puerperal 
pyrexia 

G 





G 

(6)  Measles  and 
german  measles 
(in  children 
under  5 years 
of  age) 

1 

(6)  Whooping 

Cough  (do.) 

1 





(7)  Epidemic 

diarrhoea  (do.) 

_ 







8)  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(do.) 

Information  as  to  the  number  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
notified  during  the  year  in  which  : — 

(а)  Vision  was  unimpaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(б)  „ impaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  „ lost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  the  patient  was  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  — 

(e)  „ died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(/)  „ removed  from  the  district  ...  ...  ...  — 

(g)  Classification  under  the  above  heads  cannot  be  made  ...  — 


Total 


.> 


10.  Home  Nursing. 

(a)  Number  of  nurses  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the 

nursing  of  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  5 
years  of  age,  maternity  nursing,  or  the  nursing  of 
puerperal  fever  : 

(i)  By  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  By  Voluntary  Associations  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Total  number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  by  these 

nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

11.  Maternal  Deaths. 

(a)  Number  of  women  who  died  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child- 

birth in  the  area  served  by  the  Council  for  maternity  and 
child  welfare  during  the  year  : 

(i)  from  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  from  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  these  cases  which  died  : 

(i)  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  in  institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

12.  Administration  of  Part  I.  of  the  Children  Act,  1908,  as  amended 
by  Part  V.  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932. 

(a)  Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  who  were  receiving 

children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  9 

{b)  Number  of  children  on  the  Register  : 

(i)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(ii)  who  died  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  on  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year...  ...  — 

(c)  Number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end  of  the  year 

who  were  : 

(i)  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Female,  other  than  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


II. — Return  to  be  made  by  each  Local  Supervising  Authority  under 
THE  Midwives  Acts  in  respect  of  the  whole  of  the  area  for  which 
THE  Council  act  as  such  Authority. 

1.  Total  number  of  Mid  wives  practising  at  the  end  of 
the  year  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  ; 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  4 

(b)  Employed  by  other  Welfare  Councils  : 

(i)  under  arrangements  made  with  the  Local 

Supervising  Authority  in  pursuance  of 
Section  1 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936  ...  — • 

(ii)  others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ■ 

(c)  Employed  by  Voluntary  Associations  ; 

(i)  under  arrangements  made  with  the  Local 

Supervising  Authority  in  pursuance  of 
Section  1 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936  ...  — 

(ii)  others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

{d)  In  private  practice  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


4 8 


13  13 


Totals  ... 


4 


17 


21 


7G 


2.  Number  of  cases  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  attended  during  tlie  year  by  midwives  : 


(a)  Employed  by  the 
Council 


{b) 


{c) 


[ As  Midwives... 
l^As  Maternity  Nurses 

Employed  by  other  Welfare  Councils  : 

(i)  under  arrangements'^ 
made  with  the  Local  1 
Supervising  Author- 
ity in  pursuance  of 
Section  1 of  the  Mid- 
wives Act,  193G  J 

(ii)  others 


As  Midwives 
'As  Maternity  Nurses 


•] 


As  Midwives... 

As  Maternity  Nurses 


Employed  by  Voluntary  Associations  ; 

(i)  under  arrangements ''I 
made  with  the  Local  ] 

Supervising  Author-  1 As  Mid  wives... 
ity  in  pursuance  of  As  Maternity  Nurses 
Section  1 of  the  Mid-  I 
wives  Act.  1936  ...  J 

r As  Mid  wives. . . 

'll)  •••  (^As  Maternity  Nurses 

, „ f As  Midwives... 

id)  In  private  practice  ...  Maternity  Nurses 

Totals  ...  r As  Midwives... 

[_As  Maternity  Nurses 


376  290  666 


— 183  183 


376  473  849 


3.  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  sum- 
moned during  the  year  under  Section  14  (i)  of  the 
Mid  wives  Act,  1918,  by  a midwife  : 

(i)  engaged  in  domiciliary  practice  98 

(ii)  in  institutional  practice  3.3  J Total  ...  131 


77 


TABLE  Vn. 


Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

Special  Visits  in  Wards. 


Trinity  North  and_ 
South  Wards. 

Thornhill  North  and  ' 
South  Wards. 

1 

Earlsheaton  and 

All  Saints*  Wards.  , 

1 

' 1 

1 

Ravensthorpe  and 

St.  John’s  E.  & W. 

Wards. 

1 

Totals.  i 

1 

i 

1 

Still  Birth  Visits  ... 

4 

3 

4 

11 

22 

Ophthalmia  Visits 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  Visits 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Visits 

_ 

Infant  Life 

Protection  Visits 

24 

13 

10 

54 

101 

28 

16 

14 

65 

123 

Births,  1st  Visits 

Total 

141 

Visits  in 
161 

Wards. 

180 

266 

748 

Births,  Re-visits 
under  one  year 

926 

1046 

1063 

1087 

4122 

Ante-Natal 

Visits 

192 

122 

187 

223 

724 

Visits  to  Children 

1 — 5 years 

2637 

2450 

2902 

3016 

11005 

3896 

3779 

4332 

4592 

16599 

TABLE  VIII. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  Attendances. 


Dews 

bury 

Thor 

nhill 

Ea 

hea 

rls- 

ton 

Rave 

thor 

ns- 

pe 

To 

tal 

1939 

1938 

1939 

1938 

1939 

1938 

1939 

1938 

1939 

1938 

Clinic 

Attendances. . . 

10312 

10961 

7050 

6618 

6193 

6447 

7411 

7819 

30966 

31845 

Primary 

Attendances... 

198 

221 

136 

141 

133 

173 

1 55 

173 

622 

708 

Cases  seen  by 
Medical  Officer 

2633 

2762 

1136 

1446 

1499 

1364 

1712 

1879 

6980 

7451 

78 


TABLE  IX, 


(a)  Work  of  Moorlands  Maternity  Home  in  1939, 

Number  of  beds  up  to  1st  November  ...  ...  ...  12 

Compliment  at  .3 1st  December  I !):19.  ...  ...  ...  2.5 

Number  of  mothers  confined  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

Average  duration  of  stay  (in  days)  ...  ...  ...  14.63 

No.  of  cases  delivered  by  (a)  midwives  ...  ...  ...  284 

(b)  doctors  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  sought  by  mid- 
wives in  emergency  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

No.  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  cases  of  Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  infants  not  entirely  breast  fed  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  I 

No.  of  maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  infant  deaths  (a)  stillborn  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  within  10  days  of  birth  ...  8 

Cause  of  infant  deaths- — 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Spina  Bifida  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(b)  Work  of  Moorlands  Maternity  Home,  1926-1939. 


No.  of  Births 

No.  of  Births 

Births  occurri 

in  Maternity  Home 

in  Dewsbury 

Maternitv  H 

1926 

217 

910 

23.8% 

1927 

178 

870 

20.0% 

1928 

192 

860 

22.0% 

1929 

198 

813 

24.3% 

1930 

236 

872 

27.0% 

1931 

245 

743 

33.0% 

1932 

260 

790 

33.0% 

1933 

277 

812 

34.1% 

1934 

295 

776 

38.0% 

1935 

303 

815 

37.2% 

1936 

291 

833 

34.9% 

1937 

299 

841 

35.3% 

1938 

299 

753 

39.7% 

1939 

290 

795 

36.4% 

TABLE  X. 

Work  of  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  1939. 


Maternity 

Central 

Total 

Home 

Clinic 

1938 

Number  of  Patients  attending 

.347 

336 

683 

Total  number  of  attendances 
Cases  completed  during  the 

883 

824 

1707 

year 

Average  number  of  atten- 

320 

247 

667 

dances  per  patient 

2.5 

2.45 

2.5 

New  patients  during  year  ... 

343 

224 

567 

Number  of  Clinics  held 

Number  of  examinations  per 

60 

50 

110 

clinic 

14.7 

16.5 

16.0 

79 


TABLE  XI. 

Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensary  (or  Dispensaries). 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Total 

Oiaenosis 

Adults 

Children 

Adi 

ilts 

Chil 

dren 

Adi 

ilts 

Chil 

dren 

Grand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

K. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

A. — New  Cases  examined  during 
the  year  (excluding  contacts) 
(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  ... 

15 

13 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

10 

15 

2 

1 

37 

(ft)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

3 

1 

T 

— 

5 

(c)  Non  tuberculous 

15 

11 

G 

10 

42 

B. — Contacts  examined  during 

the  year  — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

(ft)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

17 

14 

12 

53 

C. — Cases  written  off  the  Dis- 
pensary Register  as : — 

(a)  Recovered  

- 

1 

1 

1 

(ft)  Non  tuberculous  (including 
any  such  cases  previously 
diagnosed  and  entered  on 
the  Dispensary  Register  as 
tuberculous)  

25 

28 

20 

22 

95 

D. — Number  ol  Cases  on  Dis 
pensary  Register  on  Dec. 

31st 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  ... 

62 

56 

4 

4 

16 

16 

15 

15 

78 

72 

19 

19 

188 

(ft)  Diagnosis  not  comnl-'t-’d 

— 

3 

1 

3 

— 

7 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on  January  1st,  1938  ...  192 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas  and  cases  returned 

after  discharge  under  Head  3 in  previous  years  .. . ...  ...  3 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas,  cases  not  desiring 

further  assistance  under  the  scheme,  and  cases  “ lost  sight  of  ” 21 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  Dead  (all  causes)  ...  ...  24 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (including  Contacts)  1115 
h.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary  Treatment  on  the 

31st  December  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

7.  Number  of  consultations  with  medical  practitioners  : — 

(a)  Personal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  loG 

8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to  homes  (including 

personal  consultations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

9.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  homes  for 

Dispensary  purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1983 

10.  Numbers  of  : — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  examined  ...  ...  ...  122 

{b)  X-Ray  examinations  made  in  connexion  with  Dispensary  102 
work  ... 

11.  Number  of  " Recovered  ” cases  restored  to  Dispensary  Register, 

and  included  in  A(a)  and  A(5)  above 

12.  Number  of  “ T.B.  plus  ” cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on 

December  31st 


47 
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TABLE  XII, 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 

PART  I. — Summary  of  notifications  during  the  period  from  the  1st  January,  1939 
to  the  31st  December,  1939,  in  the  area  of  the  County  Borough  of  Dewsbury. 


Formal  Notifications 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis 


0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Total 

(all 

ages) 

Notifi- 

cations 

Pulmonary — 
Males 

_ 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

10 

16 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

2 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

16 

16 

Non-Pulmonary — 
Males 

1 

2 

— 

4 

1 

2 

10 

10 

Females 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1, 

1 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Supplemental  Return. 

PART  II. — New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  above-mentioned  period,  otherwise 
than  by  formal  notification. 


Age  Periods 

0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Total 

Pulmonary — 
Males 

Females 

Non-Pulmonary — 
Males 

Females 

1 

1 

Source  of  Information 

No.  of  Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

fFrom  Local  Registrars 

— 

— 

Death  Returns  ^ transferable  deaths  from  Registrar 

General 

— 

— 

Posthumous  notifications  ... 

— 

— 

“ Transfers  ” from  other  areas  (other  than  transferable 

deaths) 

1 

■ — 

Other  Sources  if  any  (specify) 

— 

SI 


TABLE  Xlll. 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Totals 

Total 

1939 

1938 

M. 

F. 

iM. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1—5 

3 

5—15 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

15—25 

5 

8 

4 

2 

10 

3 

4 

— 

— 

7 

4 

25—35 

4 

5 

1 

— 

10 

3 

5 

— 

— 

8 

3 

35 — 45 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

45—55 

1 

I 

— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

5 

65—65 

.) 

— 

— 

— 

•> 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1930 

16 

16 

10 

5 

47 

12 

13 

1 

1 

27 

22 

1938 

25 

26 

14 

15 

SO 

7 

9 

5 

1 

22 

30 

TABLE  XIV. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


Occupation 

Type  of  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

House  wile 



5 



1 

No  Occupation  ... 

2 

3 

1 

— 

Milibands 

3 

3 

— 

— 

.Miners 

O 

— 

— 

— 

I-abourer  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Laundry  Manager 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mechanic  ... 

1 



— 

— 

Dry  Cleaner 

- - 

1 

— 

— 

Rug  .Maker 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Warehouseman  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

12 

13 

1 

1 

TABLE  XV. 


Dewsbury  and  District  Generai  Infirmary. 
Statistics  for  1939. 


In-Patients. 

1.  Total  number  of  available  Beds  on  31st  December  ...  ...  100 

2.  Average  number  of  patients  resident  daily  throughout  the  year  76-  64 

3.  Number  of  In-Patients  in  the  Hospital  at  beginning  of  year  ...  7.5 

4.  Number  of  In-Patients  admitted  during  year  ...  ...  ...  1958 

5.  Number  of  In-Patients  in  the  Hospital  at  the  end  of  year  ...  59 

6.  Average  number  of  days  each  patient  was  resident  ...  ...  14  ■] 

Out-Patients  & Casualties. 

1.  Total  number  of  new  Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  9568 

2.  Total  number  of  Out-Patients' attendances  ...  ...  ...  55725 

3.  Number  of  Casualty  Patients  included  in  No.  1 above  ...  ...  3539 

4.  Number  of  Casualty  attendances  included  in  No.  2 above  ...  21183 

New  Out-Patients 

Medical  and  Surgical  Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  985 

Diseases  of  Women  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Ophthalmic  Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 

Aural  Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  402 

Dental  Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

Orthopaedic  Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  564 

Fracture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

Skin  Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Neurological  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

X-Rays  Department 

Number  of  attendances  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3968 

Ultra-Violet  Rays  Department 

Number  of  new  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Number  of  Treatments  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6346 

Massage  and  Electro-Therapeutical  Departments 

Number  of  new  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  372 

Number  of  treatments  given  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9922 

V.D.  Department 

Patients  under  treatment  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  289 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4709 

Pathological  Laboratory 

Number  of  Specimens  Examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1543 

Operations 

Major  Theatres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1209 

Minor  Theatres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1028 


83 


TABLE  XVI. 


Specimens  Examined  at  Dewsbury  Bacteriological  Laboratory  during  1939. 


Swabs 

Sputa 

Other 

Examin- 

ations 

TOTAL 

Private 

Practitioners 

322 

40 

— 

362 

General  In  firmarv 

121 

4 

1 

126 

School  Clinic 

180 

— 

1 

181 

Whitley 

Sanatorium 

4 

66 

— 

70 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary 

1 

66 

— 

67 

Others 

17 

1 

18 

TOTAL 

645 

176 

3 

824 

TABLE  XVII. 

Specimens  Examined  at  West  Riding  County  Council  Laboratory,  during  1939 
for  the  Dewsbury  Health  Department. 


Diphtheria  Swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Sputa  for  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Blood  for  B.  Typhosus  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Blood  for  B.  Paratyphosus  A.&B.  ...  ...  6 

Blood  for  Undulant  Fever  ...  ...  ...  5 

Urine  and  Faeces  for  B.  Typhosus,  A.  & B.  ...  78 

Swabs,  etc.,  for  B.  Anthracis  ...  ...  ...  14 

Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Milk  for  Bacterial  Content  ...  ...  ...  74 

Milk  for  Phosphatase  Test  ...  ...  ...  4 

Blood  for  Wassermann  Reaction  ...  ...  227 

Examinations  for  Gonococci  ...  ...  ...  166 

Urine  for  Tuberculosis  and  General  Examination  1 
Swabs  and  Smears  for  Organisms  ...  ...  30 

Water  for  Bacteriological  Content  ...  ...  2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fluid  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Faeces  for  Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fluid  and  Pus  for  T.B.  and  Organisims  ...  18 

Urine  for  Zondek  Aschheim  Reaction  ...  ...  11 

Fractional  Test  Meal  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  ...  13 

Water  for  Chlorine  and  pH  \'alue  ...  ...  2 

Urine  for  Weil's  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blood  for  Weil’s  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blood  Culture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Faeces  for  T.B.  and  Organisms  ...  ...  ...  .3 


TOTAL 


773 


84 

TABLE  XVIII. 
Venereal  Diseases. 


Return  relating  to  all  persons  who  were  treated  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  at  Dewsbury  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1939. 


Syphilis 

Sc 

Cha 

)ft 

ncre 

Gonorrhoea 

Cone 

other 

Ven 

itions 

than 

ereal 

TO' 

fAL 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  1st  January 
under  treatment  or  observa- 
tion ... 

09 

29 

20 

1 

1 

82 

30 

2.  Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  register  during 
any  previous  year  which 
returned  during  the  year 
under  report  for  treatment 
or  observation  of  the  same 
infection 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3.  Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
for  the  first  time  during  the 
year  under  report  (exclu- 
sive of  cases  under  Item  4) 
suffering  from  ; — 

Syphilis,  primary. . . 

5 

1 

5 

1 

„ secondary 

1 

1 

„ latent  in  Ibt  year 

of  infection 

• 

„ all  later  stages 

8 

•) 

. . . 

8 

2 

„ congenital 

il 

iT 

Soft  Chancre 

. . . 

. . . 

. . 

. . 

Gonorrhoea,  1st  year  of 
infection 

44 

10 

44 

10 

Gonorrhoea,  later 

24 

Conditions  other  than 
venereal 

43 

14 

43 

14 

4.  Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  under  report 
known  to  have  received 
treatment  at  other  Centres 
for  the  same  infection 

3 

4 

3 

1 

6 

5 

Totals  of  Items  1,  2,  3 and  4 

78 

49 

... 

92 

11 

44 

15 

214 

75 

5 Number  of  cases  discharged 
after  completion  of  treat- 
ment and  final  tests  of  cure 
or  after  diagnosis  as  non- 
venereal 

4 

.76 

4 

41 

12 

101 

16 

6 N umber  o f cases  which  ceased 
to  attend  before  comple- 
tion of  treatment  and  were, 
on  first  attendance,  suffer- 
ing from  ; — 

Syphilis,  primary... 

1 

1 

„ secondary 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

,,  latent  in  1st  year 

of  infection 

,,  all  later  stages  ... 

0 

2 

0 

*> 

,,  congenital 

1 

3 

... 

. . . 

1 

3 

Soft  Chancre 

. . . 

. . 

Gonorrhoea,  1st  year  of 
infection 

3 

2 

3 

Gonorrhoea,  later 

... 

7 

... 

7 

... 

8o 


Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions 

other  than 

Venereal 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

7.  Number  of  cases  which  ceased 
to  attend  after  completion 
of  treatment  but  before 
final  tests  of  cure  ... 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

S Number  of  cases  transferred 
to  other  centres  or  to  insti- 
tutions, or  to  care  of  private 
practitioners  ...  

3 

4 

8 

1 

11 

5 

S).  Number  of  cases  remaining 
under  treatment  or  obser- 
vation on  31st  December  ... 

60 

38 

17 

5 

3 

2 

80 

45 

Totals  ol  Items  5,  6,  7,  8 and  9 

78 

49 

92 

1 1 

44 

15 

214 

75 

10.  Number  of  attendances  : — 

(a)  for  individual  atten- 
tion of  the  medical 
officers 

702 

786 

549 

98 

127 

68 

1378 

952 

{b)  for  intermediate  treat- 
ment, e.g.,  irrigation, 
dressing 

61 

• < • 

1594 

235 

426 

63 

2081 

298 

Total  Attendances  ... 

763 

786 

. . . 

2143 

333 

553 

131 

3459 

1 250 

1 1 . In-patients  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  per- 
sons admitted  for 
treatment  during 
the  year 

3 

1 

3 

1 

(b)  Aggregate  number  of 
‘‘  in-patient  days  ” 
of  treatment  given 

57 

268 

... 

... 

57 

268 

Unc 

ye 

ier  1 

ar 

1 and 
5 y 

under  5 and  under 
ears  | 15  years 

15  years 
and  over 

Tota 

Is 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

12  Number  of  cases  of  congeni- 
tal syphilis  in  Item  3 above 
classified  according  to  age 
periods 

3 

8 

1 1 

13.  Pathological  Work  : — 

Number  of  specimens  exam- 
ined at  and  by  the  medi- 
cal officer  of  the  treat- 
ment centre 

Microscopical 

Cultural 

for 

Gonorrhoea 

Serum  Tests 

For 

Syphillis 

For 

Gonorrhoea 

For 

Syphilis 

For 

Gonorrhoea 

6 

... 

... 

86 


Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Treatment  Centre 

DURING  the  year,  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  THE  AREAS  IN  WHICH  THE 
lATIENTS  RESIDED. 


Name  of  County  or  County  Borough  (or  Country  in 
the  case  of  persons  residing  elsewhere  than  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales)  to  be  inserted  in  these  headings. 

Dews- 

bury 

West 

Riding 

Total 

A.  Number  of  cases  in  Item  3 from  each  area 

found  to  be  suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis  ... 

13 

15 

28 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

35 

43 

78 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

24 

33 

57 

Total... 

72 

91 

163 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  patients  re- 
siding in  each  area 

2165 

2544 

4709 

87 


TABLE  XTX. 


Total  Deaths  by  Cause  and  Age  in  the  County  Borough  of  Dewsbury,  1939. 


1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  i 

Sex 

.All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

ALL  CAUSES  

M 

330 

22 

1 

2 

9 

8 

20 

30 

03 

102 

05 

F 

370 

10 

3 

4 

3 

7 

18 

19 

39 

58 

90 

107 

1 Typhoid  and 

M 

paratyphoid  fevers 

F 

2 ^ieasles 

M 

F 

3 Scarlet  fever  

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

4 Whooping  cough 

M 

1 

1 

F 

3 

1 

5 Diphtheria  

M 

— 

F 

1 

1 

G Influenza 

M 

7 

4 

— 

3 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

7 Encephalitis  lethargica 

M 

1 

1 

F 

8 Cerebro  spinal  fever  ... 

M 

9 Tuberculosis  of 

M 

12 

— 

— 



— 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

respiratory  system  ... 

F 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

T 

2 

— 

1 

— 

10  Other  tuberculous 

M 

1 

1 

diseases 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11  Syphilis  

M 

“ 

— 

— 

12  General  paralysis  of  the 

M 

insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

F 

13  Cancer,  malignant 

M 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

8 

19 

1 

disease 

F 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

11 

11 

14 

10 

14  Diabetes  

M 

1 

1 

— 

F 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5” 

1 

1 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

M 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

14 

F 

25 

1 

2 

10 

7 

r> 

10  Heart  disease 

iM 

99 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 

21 

34 

31 

F 

100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

9 

11 

40 

35 

17  Aneurysm  

M 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 

M 

37 

2 

4 

18 

13 

F 

3.) 

2 

5 

10 

18 

19  Bronchitis  

\f 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

2 

3 

F 

7 













1 

— 



1 

20  Pneumonia  (ail  forms)... 

M 

0 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

1 

— 

1 

F 

i 

1 

O 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

•> 

21  Other  respiratory 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

o 

— 

— 

diseases  

F 

— 

— 

22  Peptic  ulcer  

M 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

•> 

— 

— 

1 

F 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc. 

M 

1 

3 

24  .Appendicitis  

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25  Cirrhosis  ot  liver 

M 

. 

— 

F 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

M 

1 

— 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

— 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

.M 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

2 

F 

3 

1 



1 

i 

28  .Acute  and  chronic 

M 

10 













o 

3 

.> 

1 

nephritis 

F 

12 

— 



— 





2 



3 

.5 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

F 

1 

1 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

F 

3 











2 

1 









31  Congenital  debility,  pre- 
mature birth,  malform- 

M 

12 

12 

ation,  etc. 

F 

8 

8 





32  Senility  ...  

M 

3 

3 

F 

20 

(> 

14 

33  Suicide 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

’ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

__ 



1 



1 





_ 

34  Other  violence 

M 

17 

1 

1 





») 

o 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

F 

12 

— 

— 

1 









1 

•> 

4 

4 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

M 

33 

3 



•> 

1 

2 

5 

3 

4 

3 

F 

43 

4 



1 

3 

2 

4 

4 

*) 

4 

30  Causes  ill-defined  or  ... 

M 

unknown 

I' 

1 

1 

■ 

QQ 

>a 

Urn 

a 

xfi 

i? 

» 

a 


r/J 

bN 

>a 

c/> 

3 

O 

*> 

o« 


•a 

C 

c« 


<5i 

x:  S 


PQ 


bO 

C 

•p« 

Em 

3 

•3 


5 


0) 

o 


w) 


e« 


3 

•M 

> 


I 


Estimation 

for  Birth  Rate 

52,920 

for  Death  Kate 
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